
   As part of an annual 
tradition, Kendyl Schol (’16) 
gathered with her family 
at Hope United Methodist 
Church to help piece together 
the Experience Bethlehem 
walk through. This event 
allows people to get in 
the Christmas spirit with 
only a small donation; non 
perishable food items to be 
given to local food banks. 
Schol began volunteering a 
few years ago. Although Schol 
could not participate this 
year, she did walk through the 
city with her family. 
   “In the past my role in the 
city was to welcome [people] 

and sing while playing some 
instruments. I get the kids 
to play instruments and 
sing [with me]. I really like 
interacting with the kids. This 
is their first introduction to 
what Christmas [is about],” 
Schol said.
   Taylor Rodriguez (’18) 
grabs a drink from Starbucks 
after finishing dinner with her 
mom, sister, and her cousins. 
She finds a good spot to sit 
down on the grass and waits 
for the dancers at Wiregrass 
mall to come out. For three 
years she and her family have 
gone to Wiregrass during the 
holidays to celebrate. 

   “They have fake snow that’s 
just bubbles [and falls during 
the shows]. Then I just sit and 
watch my cousins play and 
have fun,” Rodriguez said. 
   For five years Sara Stewart 
(’19) and her family have 
gone Christmas shopping at 
The Shops at Wiregrass. After 
they finish shopping they get 
some hot chocolate and sit by 
the Christmas tree to watch 
the lights.
   “There are always dancers 
and it’s really cool to see their 
routines,” Stewart said.
   Allie Bellwood (’18) started 
her tradition of attending a 
boat parade at Indian Rocks 

Beach at the age of five. Near 
Christmas time boats all pass 
by the houses on the shore 
playing Christmas music and 
getting everyone into the 
holiday spirit. 
   “The boats line up and have 
numbers on them and they 
put lights and decorations on 
them, like it’s their house,” 
Bellwood said.
   A parade that brings a 
much larger crowd attracted 
Maria Stege (’19) and 
Angelica Stege (’16) to New 
York City for Thanksgiving 
Break. They spent most of 
their Thanksgiving watching 
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 

Parade and enjoyed a nice 
dinner afterwards.
   “We’ve never been to New 
York before, so going for 
Thanksgiving was a good 
experience and seeing the 
parade was fun,” Angelica 
Stege said.
   Free events like these offer 
students the chance to spend 
the holidays with loved ones 
and get into the spirit while 
supporting the comunity as 
well. 
 

Katy White
Staff Reporter
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   Published six times a school year, 
the student newspaper of  J.W. Mitchell 
High School is a public forum with 
its student editorial board making all 
the decisions concerning its contents. 
Unsigned editorials express the views of  
the majority of  the editorial board.
   Letters to the editor are welcomed 
and will be published as space allows. 
Letters must be signed, although the 
staff  may withhold the name upon 
request. The paper reserves the right to 
edit letters for grammar and clarity, and 
all letters are subject to laws governing 
obscenity, libel, privacy and disruption 
of  the school process, as are all contents 
of  the paper.
   Opinions of  letters are not necessarily 
those of  the staff  nor should any 
opinion expressed in a public forum 
be constructed as the opinion or policy 
of  the school administration, unless 
attributed.
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Running offers hope to hospice
Raleigh Illig and Amanda Garcia

Staff  Reporter
   In November, the Mustang 
family suffered a loss when Ms. 
Cecelia Pitcher’s (FAC) father, 
Mr. Juan D. Sanchez, passed away 
from stomach cancer. Several 
students came together to support 
Ms. Pitcher and her family 
by participating in the annual 
Hearts for Hospice 5K at Starkey 
Wilderness Park for Gulfside 
Hospice on November 15.
   “I feel it’s important to go run 
and raise awareness for it because 
it raises money for the Hospice 
charity,” Breeanna Buggle (‘17) 
said.
   Ms. Victoria Mudry’s (FAC) 
class became involved due to the 
relationship between her and Ms. 
Pitcher. Ms. Mudry’s students 
wanted to help out and give back 
to the community.

   “We found the need here on 
campus to support our faculty. Ms. 
Pitcher’s dad had been diagnosed 
with stomach cancer many months 
ago and we knew that Hospice 
was helping her family, and was 
there every day towards the end of  
his life, and when I listened to the 
HOSA meeting a few weeks back 
they had a representative from 
Hospice come and we had talked 
about possibly doing something 
with the reading students,” Ms. 
Mudry said.
   Students relate to the passing 
of  a loved one because Hospice 
helps numerous families in the 
community.
   “I suffer from a heart condition 
as well, so I know how it feels, and 
they took care of  my aunt when 
she was passing away. We are all 

rooting for Juan, and we just have 
to support Ms. Pitcher,” Brandon 
Striegel (‘17) said.
   The students dedicated their 
time to helping this cause and 
supporting Ms. Pitcher and her 
family.
    “We got there at seven on 
Sunday, so I think these kids that 
showed up from reading classes 
QHHG�D�JRRG�KLJK�ÀYH�DQG�NXGRV�
for showing up this early. I bought 
some white T-shirts so they could 
decorate and they could all be on 
their own team. Then we actually 
met up with HOSA, so all the 
Mitchell kids were combined 
together. We all walked together 
and took pictures with the CEO 
of  the run,” Ms. Mudry said.
   Knowing the students helped 
the cause impacted their views 

about volunteering.
   “If  more people could go out 
and volunteer as well I think they 
would appreciate the event and 
what it means,” Zack Watson (‘17) 
said.

On November 15th, Heather Morris (‘17), Jordyn Latham (‘17), Jillian 
Godin (‘16), Ms. Victoria Mudry (FAC), Zack Watson (‘17), and Chris 
Pezza (‘17) walked a 5K in the name of  Juan D. Sanchez. 

Photo provided by M
s. V

ictoria M
udry

   Mitchell Mustangs,
   I wanted to inform you that 
as of  January 14, 2016 I will be 
stepping down as the Principal 
of  this great school and retiring 
as an educator. This is a decision 
that I have labored with for a 
while, but I feel I am at a time 
in my life where it makes sense 
to make this move.  I will take 
some opportunity to travel and 
spend time with loved ones.
   Being at Mitchell High 
School makes this a very 
GLIÀFXOW�GHFLVLRQ���7KDQN�\RX�
to the teachers and staff  for 

the professionals you are, for 
caring about our kids and our 
life’s mission.  Thank you for 
your understanding and loyalty 
to me.  I am leaving a profession 
that I have truly loved.  I can 
only hope that I was a positive 
role model for the students and 
adults that I came across. This 
has been the best place possible 
WR�ÀQLVK�P\�ORQJ�UXQ�

   #MustangsInMyHeart
   Mr. Michaels

   In 1978, Mr. Jim Michaels 
(FAC) concluded his 
undergraduate studies and began 
a career in education.  His goal 
in choosing to be a teacher and 
a coach was to impact people 
and help them be the best they 
could be. Many years later, he 
leaves a profession as a positive 
role model for the students and 
adults that he came across.  
   Michaels worked for 18 
years as a physical education 
teacher and an athletic coach 
in football, basketball, baseball, 
softball and golf.  In 1996, he 
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   Students looking to volunteer 
at Gulfside Hospice & Pasco 
3DOOLDWLYH�&DUH�VKRXOG�ÀOO�RXW�D�
volunteer application from the 
organization’s website at www.
ghppc.org.

Photo by Bella Smith 

Once a Mustang, always a Mustang
was approached about being 
an Administrator and took the 
opportunity to mentor, support 
and coach adults as well. He 
became an Assistant Principal 
at River Ridge High School and 
then at J.W. Mitchell High School 
before returning as Principal of  
the same two schools.  
   We Mustangs have had the 
privilege and the honor of  
having him as our principal, 
and we are thankful for his 
leadership and guidance. We 
wish you well, Mr. Michaels! 
   #Mustang4Life



The battle of the bay
Lexi Clark

Staff  Reporter
   The NJROTC prove themselves 
time and time again to be one of  
the best units in area seven, which 
encompasses the entire state of  
Florida. On October 24th, the 
unit traveled to Central High 
School for the ninth annual Iron 
Bear competition and they came 
LQ�ÀUVW�SODFH��EULQJLQJ�KRPH�WKH�
traveling trophy.
��´,URQ�%HDU�LV�OLNH�D�ÀHOG�PHHW�
without the drill. They call it a fun 
ÀHOG�PHHW�EXW�LW·V�VWLOO�LQFUHGLEO\�
FRPSHWLWLYH��,W·V�DOO�SK\VLFDO�ÀWQHVV�
challenges so you do things like 
three legged races, Houser knot, 
which is a giant, really heavy rope 
and you have to tie it in knots 
around a goal post, damage 
control, where you have to stop 
pressurized water leaks out of  a 
hose, which means it’s shooting up 
LQ�\RXU�IDFH��7KHUH·V�WLUH�ÁLSSLQJ��

tug of  war, sprint races; it’s just 
about anything under the sun that 
makes you tired and makes your 
body ache,” Tyler Wetherill (‘16) 
said.
  After days and days on end of  
exhausting work, the relief  of  
winning the trophy over their 
biggest competition overwhelmed 
the cadets with joy.
  “[When we won] we were 
ecstatic. It was between us and 
Riverview and we knew it, and 
we didn’t know who was going to 
win. When they were announcing 
awards they go ‘second place goes 
to,’ they made a pause and we sat 
there just praying and they said 
Riverview. I had to stand up and 
yell to get my cadets under control 
just so they could announce us for 
ÀUVW�SODFH��(YHU\RQH�MXVW�HUXSWHG�
when they did,” Wetherill said.

  The Iron Bear trophy stands 
SURXGO\�LQ�WKH�IURQW�RIÀFH�IRU�
all to see, displaying the victories 
from 2012-13 and from this year. 
While walking through purple 
commons, students see banners 
hanging proudly on the wall 
that says ‘Distinguished Unit’ 
in bold lettering. These banners 
stand for an accomplishment 
that the NJROTC received for 
the past several years in a row. 
Distinguished Unit is achieved 
by a point system, which the 
FRPPDQGLQJ�RIÀFHU��WKH�H[HFXWLYH�
RIÀFHU��WKH�FRPPDQG�PDVWHU�
chief, and the instructors monitor 
throughout the year. Ways to earn 
points include doing things like 
ZLQQLQJ�ÀHOG�PHHWV�DQG�JRLQJ�WR�
states. It depends on how many 
cadets earn honor roll, how many 
cadets volunteer, and the amount 

of  volunteer hours total. If  a 
unit earns enough points by the 
end of  the year they received 
Distinguished Unit.
  “About 2 percent of  schools in 
ROTC throughout the country 
get them so it’s a huge honor,” 
Stephen LaDue (‘16) said.
  Field meets consist of  multiple 
different organized events such 
as academic competitions, drill 
routines, uniform inspection, 
runs, obstacle courses, and other 
athletic events.

Photo by Lexi C
lark

Mitchell’s NJROTC at the Battle of  the Bay Field Meet hosted by Gaither High 
School on Saturday, December 5th winning the academic award.

  “[Field meets are] a matrix, 
everyone has a time to be where 
they need to be and a thing they 
need to do and when they have to 
do it. It get’s done and it gets done 
right,” Wetherill said.
  On Saturday, December 5th at 
the Battle of  the Bay Field Meet 
at Gaither High School, Mitchell 
placed sixth overall out of  16 
schools while also taking home 
wins in academics, sit-ups, and an 
individual routine.

Mustangs silence the Knights
Shyanne Dove

Lifestyles Editor
   In 2001, the doors at JWMHS 
RSHQHG�WR�KRXVH�WKH�RYHUÁRZ�
of  students from Gulf  and River 
Ridge High School. This forged 
a rivalry in New Port Richey that 
resulted in what is thought to be 
the highest turn out for a football 
game in school history. 
   The rivalry between schools 
produced The Stang Gang vs. The 
Purple Posse, which increased 
school spirit and became more 
apparent in the last two years, as 
bickering on Twitter increases 
to a daily occurrence between 
members of  each school.  
   Numerous Twitter handles have 
been created to slam both schools, 
creating an illusion of  hatred 
between RRHS and JWMHS. Yet 
students seem torn when they 

consider if  the rivalry was just for 
show or legitimate hatred.
   “I think it’s just how competitive 
the two schools are, it’s legit at 
least I think it is from how I’ve 
seen others react,” Emily Mitchell 
said (’17).
   Students like Ben Davis (’18) 
doubt the importance of  the 
rivalry. 
   “Honestly I don’t care [about 
the rivalry]. It’s kind of  funny how 
hyped people get over it. I love the 
kids at River Ridge. They are nice 
to me. I don’t get why everyone 
hates them,” Davis said.
   Though suffering a loss to 
RRHS this year in football, the 
school has continuously shined 
in numerous other sports. Out of  
21 sporting events RRHS claimed 

the W in only 5 games during the 
2014-2015 school year.
“We beat them in everything else. 
[Football], that’s the only thing 
they have,” Nik Schmidt (’17) said.
   Games between RRHS 
and JWMHS have proven to 
be popular among students. 
The rivalry attracts numerous 
onlookers generating heated 
student sections. 
  “Whenever we play River Ridge 
we always show up [to games] the 
most and have the most spirit,” 
Braedon Morecraft (’17) said.
   Other students felt differently 
about what fuels the apparent 
hatred between the schools.
   “I feel like sometimes it 
becomes more about hating them 
than actually having spirit for our 

school,” Mitchell said.
   It was rumored that RRHS 
tweeted out for Posse members 
to vote for Brandon High School 
for the Fox13 Prep Rally so 
Mitchell would not host the 
event. Tensions rose between 
both schools as they tried to show 
which school had the most spirit.
   A poll on Twitter sponsored 
by the Hoofbeat gained a lot 
of  attention from both schools, 
receiving 2,361 votes. The poll 
went back and forth between 
JWMHS and RRHS, yet in the last 
hour RRHS took the lead. With 
the help of  assistant principal 
Ms. Jessica Schultz (FAC) the 
0XVWDQJV�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�ÀQLVK�RQ�
WRS�ZLWK�ÀIW\�IRXU�SHUFHQW�RI �
the vote. It displayed amazing 

school spirit from both schools, 
but clearly the Mustangs shined 
through. 
   “I love my school more than 
anything.  I love the people, the 
Friday nights, the pep rallies, and 
the atmosphere. There is nothing 
about this school that I don’t love. 
I wouldn’t want to spend my high 
school career anywhere else,” 
Schmidt said.
   The rivalry created two popular 
student sections that allow both 
schools to make the most of  their 
high school years. Students that 
participate in the spirit of  the 
Stang Gang and Purple Posse gain 
numerous memories to look back 
on later in life. 
   #STANGGANGBABY

Sharing the love of giving to others
Sophie Sajecki

Staff  Reporter
   With the holiday season 
creeping up around the corner, 
clubs like Interact, Key Club 
International and National Honor 
society reach out to help those in 
need to provide the most eventful 
holiday season yet. 
   The Key Club International’s 
main focus this year is on a local 
elementary school, Mittye P. 
Locke, a less fortunate school in 
Pasco county that has students 
and families that need some help.
   “We are doing a Thanksgiving 
food drive for Mittye P. Locke and 
we have to feed 70 families. We 

donated supermarket gift cards, 
cans and good food they can eat, 
like turkeys. We are also doing an 
Angel Drive [before Christmas] 
where students can donate shoes 
and old clothes to the families 
at Mittye P. Locke,” Caitlin King 
(‘16) said. 
   National Honor Society holds 
events throughout the school year; 
one of  these events includes the 
movie night.
   “We are having a movie night 
on December 17th at 6:30 and 
we are showing The Nightmare 
Before Christmas, we are 

putting the money towards club 
activities which include helping 
local families during the holiday 
season,” Ashley Presbitero (‘16) 
said.
   The Interact Club also ran a 
food drive for the Thanksgiving 
season, and their collections are 
donated to those directly in the 
Trinity area. 
   “We helped out the community 
during the holiday season by doing 
the annual Thanksgiving Food 
Drive for fellow Mitchell families 
who weren’t fortunate enough 
to have a full meal set for their 
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family on the special holiday; 
one small action or simply giving 
on our part can have such a 
domino effect to those in need 
and possibly impact their holiday 
hopefully in a great way,” Leah 
Thompson (‘16) said.
   Key Club students see that 
some people in need really desire 
the gifts given to them with the 
positive reactions they have been 
receiving.
   “It’s a good feeling to see all 
of  the families at Mittye P. Locke 
that are getting all of  the things 
that we’re giving to them. Most 

of  them don’t have shoes or good 
homes so they get really excited 
even when we just go and say ‘hi’ 
to them and it’s nice to see how 
happy they are,” King said. 
   Student donations help out 
numerous people and families, 
and without these donations some 
families might not be able to 
celebrate the holidays. Our school 
is fortunate enough to be the ones 
helping those in need rather than 
receiving the help. This season, 
be thankful for what is given and 
keep those in need in mind.



Disney unplugs Osborne light show

Bringing home the holiday traditions
    With everyone starting to get 
in the holiday spirit either by 
decorating their front porches, 
setting their Scarecrows for 
Thanksgiving, and now hanging 
lights and putting up trees 
for Christmas, students share 
time with friends and family. 
Different styles of  celebration 
provide various opportunities for 
enjoyment. 
   “My family all comes over to my 
house and we have a big dinner, 
we watch some football, we just 
watch whatever game is on,” 
Anthony Moe (‘17) said.
   In the spirit of  giving during 

this season, some people serve the 
community to help out those in 
need during the holiday season.
   “Some activities we participate 
in are going to soup kitchens, shoe 
boxes [where you put together 
a gift and send it to needy 
children],” Victoria Arvanitis (‘18) 
said.
   Other traditions for the holiday 
season includes traveling around 
the states to see family, or just 
going places for the fun of  it.
   “We go up to Virginia and spend 
time with my family up there for 
about a week. It’s so much fun. I 
love my family so much because 

they are so crazy and I look 
forward to it through out the year. 
This year for Thanksgiving we are 
going on a cruise to the Bahamas 
and I’m super excited about that,” 
Emory Cherry (‘18) said.
   After the craziness of  
Thanksgiving, comes the joyful 
days that lead up to Christmas. 
During this particular time of  the 
month there are a few different 
holidays that go on besides 
Christmas, such as Hanukkah.
   “One of  our traditions is playing 
Spin the Dreidel. The big group 
of  Jews in my family all come 
together and we eat latkes [potato 

pancakes], Challah bread, and 
Matzoh Ball soup which is one of  
my favorites,” Natalie Goldstein 
(‘18) said. 
   Spending time with family is 
one of  the most common things 
to do during this season and one 
way families spend time together 
and bond is by playing games and 
eating food.
   “Me and my mom normally 
go up to New York to spend 
time with my family. We go to 
Christmas shows in Manhattan, 
and have dinner with the family,” 
Arvanitis said. 
   Many different religions 

celebrate their holidays during 
December such as the Jewish who 
celebrate Hanukkah, Kwanzaa 
which was originated to celebrate 
African culture, and Christmas: a 
Christian holiday.
   “I’m Polish and Greek so during 
the holidays we do different things 
sometimes, like fasting, and maybe 
a little better in interpretation of  
the real meaning of  Christmas,” 
Arvanitis said.
   No matter the religion or 
FXOWXUH��VWXGHQWV�ÀQG�HQMR\PHQW�LQ�
their unique family traditions and 
create new memories.

Raleigh Illig
Staff  Reporter

Twins by chance, friends by choice
   Born together, friends forever. 
Twins share a bond so strong 
that according to researchers, 
twins invent their own language 
to communicate with each other 
before they learn one that others 
understand. Although some twins 
may feel unlucky that each big 
event in their lives gets shared 
with the other, some of  them 
would not want it any other way.
   “I love being a twin because she 
is my best friend and my other 
half, and there is no one closer 
to me than her. We have more 
hilarious and fun times together. 
I wouldn’t want anyone else 

to stand beside and grow with 
throughout my life,” Marcella 
Calabrese (‘16) said.
   Twins share most things in life 
but in the end they are glad to 
have someone around who goes 
through the same experiences as 
WKHP��$OWKRXJK�SHRSOH�ÀQG�LW�
funny to ask twins if  they have 
ever switched places, most twins 
never have. 
   “We always want to switch 
places but we don’t look alike. I 
would love for Marcella to take 
my math tests,” Martina Calabrese 
(’16) said.
   Male-female twins make up 

the majority of  twins by 40%. 
Twins sometimes get separated 
into different classes so things 
stay calm and trouble stays at bay. 
But sometimes twins end up in 
different grades, which leads to 
questions and people not believing 
them.
   “Everyone thinks we’re lying 
about being twins. But I’m just 
like, ‘Why don’t you say that to 
my mom who had to carry us?’ 
It’s pretty annoying,” Desiree 
Guadalupe (’17) said.
   Twins get asked questions like 
“Who ate all the food in the 
womb?” or “Are you identical?” 

when they are male-female twins. 
Twins get asked many different 
thing but they want people to 
know one thing.
   “Being a twins is really just like 
being siblings,” Logan Wiley (’17) 
said.
   For twins, no matter their 
differences, people like to 
compare them to each other. All 
siblings get compared to each 
other but sometimes twins get it 
more because they are the same 
age.
   “I have been compared to 
Logan with my physical work 
ethic because Logan has a 

landscaping company that he’s 
had it since he was eight years 
old. Logan’s compared to me with 
school work, grades, studying, and 
because I take harder classes then 
Logan does,” Morgan Wiley (’17) 
said.
   Because they often look 
alike, people may not see the 
differences, but never question 
their individuality. After all, twins 
by chance, friends by choice.

Sam Burchick
Staff  Reporter
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   In Arkansas, Jennings Osborne 
and his family hosted an annual 
light display numerous times. 
Once the light show got too big 
for the family, they offered Walt 
Disney the chance to have them 
bring the lights to the place where 
dreams come true. The Osborne 
lights became part of  a Disney 
tradition. 
   For the past 20 years, Walt 
Disney World shows The 
Osborne Family Spectacle of  
Dancing Lights at Hollywood 
Studios, but this year will be 
their last year. However, Disney 
enthusiasts are excited to see 
what’s coming. 
   “Disney getting rid of  the 
Osborn Lights is bitter sweet, but 
the new attractions will be very 
interesting to see and maybe those 
rides and attractions will lead to 
a new tradition. Sometimes you 

have to change something to make 
a new tradition,” Madelyn Hickey 
(‘18) said.
   Disney posted on their blog 
about how they plan to replace the 
lights; they will be putting in a Toy 
Story Land and Star Wars-themed 
land. With this new Star Wars area 
opening they need more space, 
calling for a 14-acre expansion 
the largest single themed land 
expansion in their history. Some 
people would prefer if  the show 
stayed.
   “I’m sure Disney will improve 
as the masses will see something 
QHZ�DQG�ÁRFN�WR�LW�EXW�,�GRXEW�
that once it loses its I’m-new-
look-at-me charm people will go 
back. So sure, Disney will bank 
on that initial boom, however, I 
don’t think that people will go 
back or share the experience with 
their kids, it’ll be a one-time fad. 

It won’t last,” Olivia Altwies (’16) 
said.
   Although this change might 
KHOS�LQFUHDVH�SURÀWV�DQG�SDUN�
attendance, it upsets some that 
the show’s over with. These lights 
bring joy and Christmas spirit to 
many Disney goers.
   “I have seen it, many times. I 
always found that it was exciting 
and really got me in a Christmas 
kind of  mood. It’s a 20 year 
tradition that I feel should be 
respected,” Marissa Stone (’17) 
said.
   For some, the light show 
became a tradition, something 
they shared and loved to do with 
those they love. 
   “I feel sad only because this was 
something my family always did 
during Christmas for as long as I 
can remember,” Stone said. 
 With Valid Park Admission, one 

can see the show from November 
06, 2015 - January 03, 2016. The 
show starts approximately at 
dusk and ends when the park 
closes. Although it saddens many 

Sam Burchick
Staff  Reporter

Photos by Sam
 B

urchick

Disney lovers, the new things to 
come will hopefully be worthy 
to replace the Osborne Family 
Spectacle of  Dancing Lights.

The season ends on January 3, 2016, and the Osborne Lights go out for good.



Blonde Brownies
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Directions
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Spray 11x7 baking 
pan with nonstick spray. Set aside.

&RPELQH�ÀUVW�IRXU�LQJUHGLHQWV�LQ�D�ODUJH�ERZO��$GG�PLON�
slowly. The cake batter should be as dense and thick as 
possible. Fold in chopped Golden Oreo pieces and sprinkles.

Bake for 25-30 minutes until the edges are just 
turning brown. Let brownies to cool for 30 minutes 
to allow the center to set before cutting into squares.

Pour into prepared baking pan, sprinkle a few more 
sprinkles and crushed Oreos on top.

HOLIDAY gift guide
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Stuffed Mason Jar: 
Gather a few of your friend’s 
favorite things, and any size 
mason jar that applies. This is 
a great gift if you’re looking 

for something quick, or 
something that can be easily 

customized.

Yearbook:
A yearbook is a great gift 

to give someone who 
goes to Mitchell. The 

Stampede staff sells them 
every Wednesday during 

each lunch. Stop by Room 
517 for more info. 

Homemade Blanket:
Grab two different fabrics of at least 4’ x 4’ 
from the craft store, and a pair of scissors. 

Place the fabrics on top of eachother, and 
cut 1-2 inch slits along every edge of the 

fabrics. Then, tie each of the corresponding 
pieces of fabric to eachother until every slit 

is tied in a knot and you have a 
double-sided blanket.

Sharpie Mug:
Buy a plain white mug, and any color 

oil-based Sharpie pen. Then draw whatever 
you would like on the cup, and let it dry for 
a few hours, or overnight. Next, bake the 
mug in the oven at 350 degrees Farenheit 
for 30 minutes. Be sure to hand-wash this 

mug, rather than placing it in the 
dishwasher. This gift is very personalized and 
can be easily altered for different people.

SWEET SPUN 
SUGAR

Candles:
Candles can be found 
practically anywhere 
and they make great 

gifts. Find very 
affordable ones at 

places like TJ MAXX, 
Target, and Marshalls. 

Peppermint Sugar Scrub:
Directions:

1- Combine 4 cups of 
sugar, 20-30 drops 

peppermint essential oil, 
and 1 cup olive oil to 
create a wet, sandy 

mixture. 
2- Place 1/4 cups candy 

canes in a ziploc bag 
and crush them into fine 

pieces. 
3- Now, begin layering 
the scrub on top of the 
candy canes in a small 
jar to make a white and 

pink design. 
4- Finish it off with a small 

gift tag and bow.

Sugar 
Scrub

Photo Letter:
For this gift you will need photos of you 
and your friend, places you’ve been, 

places you want to go, or any photos you 
would like to include, and a cardboard 

letter of your friend’s initial. Use Modpodge 
to stick your photos to the initial, and apply 

another layer on top of the photos to 
ensure that they are stuck. 

Ingredients
1 box of  yellow cake mix (18.25 oz, like Duncan Hines)

1/4 cup canola oil

1 egg

1/3-1/2 cup milk (less is better for a denser texture)

1/2 cup sprinkles

1 and 1/2 cups chopped Golden Oreos (reserve a hanful 
to sprinkle on top)
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Staff  Reporter
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   Now opened, the Tampa 
Premium Outlet Mall receives a 
lot of  attention from the Tampa 
Bay area, and recently served as 
a popular conversation topic. 
With a variety of  designer stores, 
this outside mall includes close 
to one hundred places to shop, 
according to tampabay.com.
   “I really love Michael Kors and 
it has made a big difference being 
able to have one so much closer 
to my house. I also love Ralph 
Lauren, and it is so convenient to 
not have to shop online for it,” 
Grace Gardner (‘18) said.
   The 441,000 square foot mall 
brings great deals in stores to the 
customers.
   “At PacSun there was a 
buy-one-get-three free deal. I 
personally think there were more 
stores for guys but I think it was 
worth going to see at least once,” 
Madison Foggia (‘18) said.
   Other stores, even the high-end 
stores like Michael Kors, include 
special deals compared to the 
regular malls, such as the Gulf  
View Mall.
    The Tampa Premium Outlets 

changed the Tampa Bay area 
by adding something new and 
different for tourists to come see.
   “I feel like it is a great addition 
to the community since Trinity is 
expanding and it is a new place to 
shop,” Austin Plouffe (’17) said.
The mall opened on October 
29th, and continues to receive 
positive attention.
   “I was really excited because it 
was new and close to my house, 
and I heard that there were a lot 
of  good stores,” Gardner said.
   The Tampa Premium Outlets, 
similar to the Wiregrass Mall, 
brings nice outdoor areas and eye-
catching views to shoppers.
   “There is a really nice food 
court and there is this bridge with 
a giant fountain,” Justin Marquez 
(’17) said.
   On the contrary, the new mall 
also brings some disappointment.
   “I didn’t like how small the food 
court was. There is barely any 
room and it is so crowded. I also 
do not like how the mall does not 
have a Victoria’s Secret,” Victoria 
Arvanitis (‘18) said.
   Other disappointments included 

the building of  the mall itself.
   “I did not like how it was totally 
outside, so if  I wanted to go on a 
rainy day I couldn’t,” Foggia said.
   The outlet mall carries few 
disappointments, but overall 
remains a popular new place to 

shop for bargains.
   “I think it was worth going. It 
was a really nice place that just 
needs little improvements and it 
would be the most perfect place to 
hangout,” Arvanitis said.
   The Tampa Premium Outlets 

Da^]klqd]k

continues to get raved about 
and receives a high number of  
shoppers each day. The wide 
selection of  stores and the fancy 
yet different layout contribute 
to the popularity and potential 
success of  this mall.

   With the cold weather 
approaching slowly but surely, 
students struggle to dress 
to impress in winter fashion 
while not overheating in the 
high temperatures of  Florida. 
Unbothered by the weather, some 
students dress for a cold winter 
regardless of  the unrelenting heat 
still occurring in the months of  
November and December.
   “To me it doesn’t really matter 

what the temperature is because 
I’ll still just wear leather jackets. 
I’ll still dress like it’s 60 degrees 
because it doesn’t really matter 
when you’re in a classroom all 
day,” Juilen Brinkley (‘16) said.
���,Q�WRGD\·V�KLJKO\�LQÁXHQWLDO�
society, fashion trends prove 
themselves as easy to pick up 
on and easily found around 
every corner, especially in high 
school where the majority of  the 

population want nothing more 
WKDQ�WR�ÀW�LQ�ZLWK�WKH�UHVW�RI �WKH�
crowd.
   “[The trends I’ve noticed for 
JLUOV�DUH@�WKH�ÁDUH�ERWWRP�SDQWV�
WKDW�ÀW�OLNH�OHJJLQJV�DW�WKH�WRS��
the Victoria’s Secret and PINK 
sweatshirts, and for guys joggers 
and Nike sneakers,” Sophia 
Laoudis (‘18) said.
   Evidently, trends such as these 
continue to increase in popularity 

=eZjY[af_�>dgja\Y�k�oafl]j�^Yk`agf
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among students.
   “Everyone is entitled to their 
own style and everything, but 
most of  the time people just try 
to follow trends because they 
see everyone else wearing it or 
they buy something for the name 
brand like Michael Kors and 
ones like that, then it gets a little 
mainstream and basic but people 
still do it,” Laoudis said.
   Other students, regardless 

   With winter break just around 
the corner, students begin to 
create plans with their families and 
friends on what to do during the 
two week period. 
   “For Christmas I think I’ll be 
staying home with my parents 
and my brother. We’ll be going 
out for dinner on Christmas Eve 
and then wake up early to all of  
our Christmas presents,” Holly 
McDowall (‘18) said, “but for 
New Year’s I am planning on 
going to Treasure Island and stay 

at a hotel on the beach with my 
parents, my brother and my dog”.
   Leaving Florida to visit another 
place proves as an option about 
how to spend this year’s winter 
break.
   “I am going on a cruise to the 
Bahamas for New Year’s, and for 
Christmas I am going to Phoenix 
to spend time with some family,” 
Elsi Vega (‘18) said.
   Students may also make the 
holiday season more exciting, even 
if  they plan to stay in town instead 

of  going somewhere else with 
their loved ones.
   “Over winter break I will be 
staying with family, friends, and 
loved ones. We will be staying in 
town this year since I am working. 
But we will still have some fun 
scheduled activities,” Nicole 
Renitez (‘17) said.
    Traditions may also take place 
over the break and holiday season. 
These traditions include spending 
time with family and participating 
in activities that they do annually. 

On Christmas morning, 
McDowall, who is from Scotland, 
celebrates with family.
   “My dad always makes a 
traditional Scottish breakfast as 
a treat. After that we sometimes 
go to the movies then come 
home and make Christmas dinner 
with turkey and some traditional 
British foods that my parents 
would always eat on Christmas. 
Sometimes, my dad brings out 
VXUSULVH�JLIWV�ZKHQ�ZH·UH�ÀQLVKHG�
with dinner. But for New Year’s 

I am planning to go to Treasure 
Island and stay at a hotel on 
the beach with my parents, my 
brother, and my dog,” McDowall 
said, “We did this last year as 
well and my parents enjoyed it so 
much that they want to go back to 
the same hotel.”
   As students made plans to take 
part in a lot activities over winter 
break, all included spending time 
with family, friends, and loved 
ones and just enjoying each other’s 
company.

of  the hype for the typical 
mainstream fashion trends, remain 
true to their own style and tastes.
   “[I would describe my style as] 
unique. I like to stand out from 
people and be different,” Brinkley 
said.
   Although the temperature 
seldom drops below 75 here in 
Florida, Brinkley plans to continue 
to disregard the heat and dress to 
his fashion sense.

Pacsun 

Tampa Premium 
Outlet Mall

Michael Kors

Ralph Lauren

Adidas
$PHULFDQ�(DJOH�2XWÀWWHUV

Banana Republic 
Bass Factory Outlet 

Billabong
Calvin Klein
Coach Outlet 

Cole Haan
Columbia Sportswear Outlet 

Converse 
Disney Store Outlet

Forever 21
GAP Factory

J. Crew Factory
Journeys 

Levi’s Outlet Store
Papaya

Puma Outlet 
Tillys 

7RPP\�+LOÀJHU�
Under Armour 

Kge]�g^�l`]�klgj]k�fgo�gh]f�Yl�l`]�
LYehY�Hj]eame�Gmld]l�EYdd�af[dm\]2�

Alyssa Magilligan
Staff  Reporter

Lexi Clark
Staff  Reporter
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Thank you...

“I am thankful 
for all the time 
I get to spend 
with my family 
and friends, 
the people that 
are always there 
for me. And for 
my parents that 
provide me with 

food and a 
roof over my 

head,” Ryan 
Delnegro 

(‘17) said.

“I am thankful 
for my family, 
friends, and 
God. I am so 
blessed and 
fortunate to 
have the things 
that I have,” Abi 
Williams (‘17) 

said.

    R
yan

    A
bi

“I am 
thankful 

to be a        
Mustang  I’m 

also  thankful 
for all of my 

classmates 
for making high 

school a great 
experience,” 

Kyle Frick 
(‘16) 

said.  

     Kyle Hampton

“I am thankful 
for my family, 

and that 
everyone is 

healthy and 
happy.  I am also 

thankful for my job 
because I truly love 

it here at Mitchell, 
and I love coming 

in and teaching 
and I love all my   

students,”  
Mrs. 

Hampton 
(FAC) 

said.

“I am        
thankful for the 

people I have 
in my life.  I 

have a loving, 
caring family, 

and I have great 
friends that always 

know how to make 
me laugh and put 

a smile on my   
face,” Gina 

Waterbor 
(‘16) said. 

Gina

Adam

“I am     
thankful for 
all the family 
I have. I am 
also thankful 
for my God 
given athletic 
ability and seeing 
a new day,”  
Adam Rogers 

(‘18) said.  

Sasha 
Lee

“I am 
thankful for 
my family 
and friends, 
they give me 
advice and 
support me 

when no one 
else does,”  

Sasha Lee 
Otero (’19) 

said.
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The biggest sports moments in 2015

The wrong call at the wrong time
Brock Shively

Sports Editor
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Sports Editor

O`g�k�_gaf_�lg�[ml�\gof�l`]�f]lk7
Brock Shively

Sports Editor

C]flm[cq�@]Y\�;gY[`�
Bg`f�;YdahYja

<mc]�@]Y\�;gY[`�
Eac]�Cjrqr]okca

2015-2016 NCAA 
Season Predictions

;gf^]j]f[]�Oaff]jk
9;;�%�<mc]

:a_�)*�%�CYfkYk
:a_�=Ykl�%�NaddYfgnY

:a_�L]f�%�Ea[`a_Yf�KlYl]
HY[�)*�%�9jargfY
K=;�%�C]flm[cq

>afYd�>gmj�L]Yek
C]flm[cq

<mc]
Fgjl`�;YjgdafY
Michigan State

BYfmYjq >]ZjmYjq March April EYq Bmf]

Bmdq 9m_mkl September October Fgn]eZ]j December

=r]ca]d�=ddagl�jYf�^gj�*,.�qYj\k�Yf\�
^gmj�lgm[`\gofk$�d]Y\af_�l`]�G`ag�
KlYl]�:m[c]q]k�lg�na[lgjq�gn]j�l`]��
Gj]_gf�<m[ck�af�l`]�*()-�FYlagfYd�
;`Yehagfk`ah�,*%*(&

EYd[gde�:mld]j�afl]j[]hl]\�Jmkk]dd�
Oadkgf�Yl�l`]�gf]�qYj\�daf]�lg�`]dh�
l`]�F]o�=f_dYf\�HYljaglk�Z]Yl�l`]�
K]Ylld]�K]Y`Yock�af�Kmh]j�:god�
PDAP�*0%*,&

J&B&�@mfl]j�gh]f]\�mh�l`]�F;99�
LgmjfYe]fl�`allaf_�Y�_Ye]�]f\af_�
l`j]]�hgafl]j�lg�d]Y\�l`]�),�k]]\�
?]gj_aY�KlYl]�HYfl`]jk�gn]j�l`]�
:Yqdgj�:]Yjk�-/%-.&

Lqmk�Bgf]k�d]\�l`]�<mc]�:dm]�
<]nadk�lg�l`]aj�Ú^l`�F;99�
;`Yehagfk`ah$�\]^]Ylaf_�l`]�
Oak[gfkaf�:Y\_]jk�.0%.+&

9e]ja[Yf�H`YjgY`�ogf�l`]�),)kl�
C]flm[cq�<]jZq$�[dYaeaf_�l`]�Újkl�
d]_�g^�l`]�Ljahd]�;jgof&�@]�ogmd\�
_g�gf�lg�[gehd]l]�l`]�Ljahd]�;jgof��
af�Bmf]&

Kl]h`]f�;mjjq�k[gj]\�*-�hgaflk�
af�?Ye]�Kap�g^�l`]�F:9�>afYdk$�
clinching the series win for the 
?gd\]f�KlYl]�OYjjagjk�Y_Yafkl�l`]�
;d]n]dYf\�;YnYda]jk�,%*&

Serena Williams won her 21st 
?jYf\�KdYe�lald]�Yl�l`]�*()-�
OaeZd]\gf�;`Yehagfk`ahk&

BYkgf�<Yq�ogf�`ak�Újkl�eYbgj�
Yl�l`]�*()-�H?9�;`Yehagfk`ah$�
k`gglaf_�%*($�Yf\�oaffaf_�Zq�l`j]]�
kljgc]k&

>dgq\�EYqo]Yl`]j�\]^]Yl]\�9f\j]�
:]jlg�af�Y�\][akan]�^Yk`agf�lg�
j]eYaf�mfZ]Yl]f�Yf\�oaf�`ak�,1l`�
career boxing match.

Ea[`a_Yf�KlYl]�k`g[c]\�Ea[`a_Yf�
Zq�\]^]Ylaf_�l`]e�gf�Y�Zdg[c]\�
hmfl�l`Yl�oYk�j]lmjf]\�^gj�Y�
lgm[`\gof�gf�l`]�ÚfYd�hdYq$�
oaffaf_�*/%*+&

Jgf\Y�Jgmk]q�dgkl�`]j�Újkl�[Yj]]j�
M>;�eYl[`�Yf\�`]j�Oge]f�k�
:YflYeo]a_`l�lald]�lg�@gddq�@gde$�
_]llaf_�cfg[c]\�gml�af�l`]�k][gf\�
jgmf\&

The Michigan State Spartans won 
l`]�:a_�L]f�;`Yehagfk`ah�Y_Yafkl�
AgoY�g^^�Y�**�hdYq$�faf]�eafml]�
\jan]�lg�[daf[`�Y�khgl�af�l`]�hdYqg^^�
).%)+&

Sleeper Teams
O]kl�Naj_afaY

;d]ekgf
Notre Dame
Hjgna\]f[]
Michigan
Alabama

   A season alters off  of  one call 
in a football game. Week after 
week fans seemingly bicker about 
D�EORZQ�FDOO�E\�DQ�RIÀFLDO��
���´7KH�RIÀFLDOV�LQ�WKH�1)/�DQG�
1&$$�PLVV�WRR�PDQ\�FDOOV�µ�5\DQ�
3HQODQG��¶����VDLG��
���1)/�IDQV�ZDWFK�PLVVHG�FDOOV�
DOO�WKH�WLPH��EXW�WKLV�\HDU�WKH�
calls continue to increase. Week 
IRXU�LQ�6HDWWOH��WKH�'HWURLW�/LRQV�
GURYH�GRZQ�WKH�ÀHOG�WR�WU\�DQG�
XSVHW�WKH�6HDWWOH�6HDKDZNV��ZKHQ�
.DP�&KDQFHOORU�SXQFKHG�WKH�EDOO�
DZD\�IURP�&DOYLQ�-RKQVRQ�WR�ZLQ�

the game for the Seahawks. The 
RIÀFLDOV�PLVVHG�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�.-�
:ULJKW�EDWWHG�WKH�EDOO�RXW�RI �WKH�
HQG]RQH��ZKLFK�YLRODWHV�WKH�UXOH��
'HWURLW��E\�UXOH��GHVHUYHG�WR�JHW�
WKH�EDOO�DW�WKH����\DUG�OLQH�GXH�WR�
the play.
���´7KH�OHDJXH�QHHGV�WR�ÀQG�D�ZD\�
WR�À[�WKLV��EHFDXVH�WKH�UHIHUHHV�
FDQ·W�DQG�VKRXOGQ·W�PLVV�FDOOV�OLNH�
WKDW�µ�3HQODQG�VDLG�
���$QRWKHU�0RQGD\�1LJKW�
)RRWEDOO�JDPH�WKDW�ERWFKHG�D�
critical moment took place when 
WKH�6DQ�'LHJR�&KDUJHUV�SOD\HG�

WKH�3LWWVEXUJK�6WHHOHUV��'XULQJ�
D�NLFN�WKDW�WKH�RIÀFLDOV�FDOOHG�D�
WRXFKEDFN��WKH�FORFN�ZRXQG����
VHFRQGV�ZKHQ�WKH�FORFN�QHHGHG�
to stop. Pittsburgh went on to 
ZLQ�WKH�JDPH�RQ�WKH�ÀQDO�SOD\�RI �
regulation.
����2QFH�DJDLQ�WKH�RIÀFLDOV�
cost a team a victory when the 
-DFNVRQYLOOH�-DJXDUV�SOD\HG�WKH�
%DOWLPRUH�5DYHQV��:KLOH�WKH�
-DJXDUV�KXUULHG�WR�WKH�OLQH�WR�VQDS�
WKH�EDOO�DQG�JHW�RQH�ÀQDO�SOD\�RII��
D�OLQHPDQ�IDLOHG�WR�JHW�VHW��EXW�WKH�
-DJXDUV�QHYHU�UHFHLYHG�D�SHQDOW\��

7KH�5DYHQV�WKHQ�FRPPLWWHG�D����
\DUG�SHQDOW\��ZKLFK�SURYLGHG�WKH�
-DJXDUV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�NLFN�D�
ORQJ�ÀHOG�JRDO�IRU�WKH�ZLQ��.LFNHU�
-DVRQ�0\HUV�FRQQHFWHG��DQG�WKH�
RIÀFLDOV�PLVVHG�DQRWKHU�FDOO�
���´,W�PDNHV�\RX�ZRQGHU�KRZ�
some of  these guys get these 
MREV�µ�5DYDXJKQ�)DOFRQ��¶����VDLG��
���7KH�1&$$�UHIHUHHV�DOVR�PLVVHG�
enormous calls this year. In an 
$&&�EDWWOH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�0LDPL�
+XUULFDQHV�DQG�'XNH�%OXH�'HYLOV��
WKH�RIÀFLDOV�PLVVHG�ÀYH�FDOOV�RQ�D�
JDPH�HQGLQJ�UHWXUQ�WRXFKGRZQ��

/DWHU�RQ�LQ�WKH�VHDVRQ��LQ�WKH�
$&&�&KDPSLRQVKLS�*DPH��
WKH�1RUWK�&DUROLQD�7DU�+HHOV�
SHUIRUPHG�DQ�RQVLGH�NLFN�DJDLQVW�
WKH�&OHPVRQ�7LJHUV�WKDW�WKH�7DU�
+HHOV�UHFRYHUHG�FOHDQO\��EXW�WKH�
RIÀFLDWLQJ�FUHZ�VDLG�RQH�RI �WKH�
SOD\HUV�MXPSHG�RIIVLGHV��5HSOD\�
SURYHG�WKLV�XQWUXH��7KDW�SOD\�
FOLQFKHG�&OHPVRQ�D�VSRW�LQ�WKH�
SOD\RII��ZKLOH�1RUWK�&DUROLQD·V�
KRSHV�JRW�GHPROLVKHG�
���,Q�WKH�HQG��PLVVHG�FDOOV�KDSSHQ��
EXW�WKH�WHDPV�RQ�WKH�ÀHOG�SD\�WKH�
price. 
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:]f�Kaeegfk$�DKM

All photos by nytimes.com
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���7HDP�FDSWDLQ�/LQGD�'LQK��·����
IHHOV�SURXG�WR�EH�D�SDUW�RI �WKH�
JLUOV·�ZHLJKWOLIWLQJ�WHDP��EHFDXVH�
LW�JLYHV�KHU�FRQÀGHQFH�DQG�PDNHV�
her stronger. The team practices 
IRXU�GD\V�D�ZHHN��DQG�WKHLU�PHHWV�
W\SLFDOO\�RFFXU�RQ�:HGQHVGD\V�DW�
the school. The new season brings 
D�SRVLWLYH�DWWLWXGH�WR�WKH�WHDP�
���´:H�VWDUWHG�RXW�HDUO\��VR�ZH�
are much stronger than we were 
in the past. It seems that the 
GHGLFDWLRQ�LV�D�OLWWOH�ELW�GLIIHUHQW�
WKLV�\HDU��7KH�JLUOV�DUH�PRUH�GULYHQ�
to compete. After they have gone 
WR�WKHLU�ÀUVW�PHHW��WKH\�QRZ�NQRZ�
ZKDW�LV�H[SHFWHG�µ�&RDFK�5HJHQLD�

(PLO\�)RZOHU
Staff  Reporter

'L[RQ��)$&��VDLG�
���7KH�WHDP�DOVR�SUHSDUHG�
GLIIHUHQWO\�WKLV�\HDU��ZKLFK�
brought a stronger outcome at 
their meets.
���´:H�KDYH�EHHQ�GRLQJ�WKLV�
technique our coach calls super-
PD[LQJ��ZKHUH�HYHU\�7KXUVGD\�
ZH�ZLOO�WU\�WR�OLIW�DURXQG�ÀYH�WR�
WHQ�PRUH�SRXQGV�WKDQ�ZH�OLIWHG�DW�
our meet to help us improve our 
PD[HV�µ�9LFWRULD�0DKDLUDV��¶����
VDLG�
���7KH�FDSWDLQV�RI �WKH�WHDP��.DF\�
&DSUD��·����DQG�'LQK�OHDG�WKH�
JLUOV�LQ�ZDUP�XSV��DVVLVW�WKH�FRDFK��
DQG�DFW�DV�UROH�PRGHOV�WRZDUG�

WKH�WHDP��7KH�JLUOV�LQGLYLGXDOO\�
KROG�GLIIHUHQW�LQWHUHVWV��ZKLFK�
GHWHUPLQHG�WKH�UHDVRQ�ZK\�WKH�
team continues to improve.
   “Our team this year is really 
JRRG��:H�DOO�KDYH�FRPH�IURP�WRQV�
RI �GLIIHUHQW�VSRUWV�DQG�DFWLYLWLHV��
ZKLFK�KDV�UHDOO\�KHOSHG�XV�WR�
EHFRPH�VWURQJHU�DQG�OLIW�PRUH�
competitively. All of  the girls have 
gone to the meets giving their 
������DQG�,�WKLQN�WKDW�LV�ZKDW�LV�
really helping us to a successful 
VHDVRQ�µ�0DKDLUDV�VDLG�
���$V�WKH�VHDVRQ�JRHV�RQ��WKH�JLUOV�
strive to achieve personal goals as 
well as team goals.

���´,�DP�LPSURYLQJ�P\�FOHDQ�DQG�
MHUN�DQG�,�EURNH�P\�RZQ�VFKRRO�
UHFRUG�IRU�WKDW�LQ�P\�ZHLJKW�
FODVV�µ�&DSUD�VDLG�
���6LPLODU�WR�&DSUD·V�JRDO��'LQK�
ZDQWV�WR�EUHDN�KHU�UHFRUGV�IURP�
the previous year.
   “My personal goal was to beat 
P\�EHQFK�UHFRUG�LQ�P\�ZHLJKW�
FODVV��DQG�,�UHFHQWO\�JRW�WKDW�ZLWK�
D�����EHQFK��,�KRSH�WR�HQG�WKH�
VHDVRQ�ZLWK�D�����EHQFK�DQG�PDNH�
LW�WR�VWDWHV�µ�'LQK�VDLG�
   Weightlifting brings positive 
HQHUJ\�WR�WKH�JLUOV��ZKLOH�LW�DOVR�
remains a learning environment.
   “I love the competitive 

Ca[caf_�aflg�Y�f]o�q]Yj�g^�[`Ydd]f_]k
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   As the newest seasons of  boys’ 
DQG�JLUOV·�YDUVLW\�DQG�-9�VRFFHU�
EHJLQ��SOD\HUV�DQG�IDQV�JHW�H[FLWHG�
IRU�ZKDW�WKH�IXWXUH�KROGV��(YHU\�
new soccer season promotes 
changes in the way the team plays 
WRJHWKHU��DQG�WKH�WHDP�ORRNV�
GHWHUPLQHG�WR�SOD\�WR�WKHLU�EHVW�
DELOLWLHV�DQG�RYHUFRPH�WKH�ELJJHVW�
obstacles.
��� $́�PDMRU�VXFFHVV�ZH·YH�KDG�WKLV�
VHDVRQ�LV�UHEXLOGLQJ�RXU�OLQHXS��:H�
lost players in important positions 
ODVW�\HDU��ZH�UHDUUDQJHG�RXU�WHDP�
lineup to conform with the players 
ZH�KDYH�QRZ�µ�.DFLH�3DWWHUVRQ�
�¶����VDLG�
���7HDP�ERQGLQJ�LQÁXHQFHV�SOD\HUV�
RQ�DQG�RII �WKH�ÀHOG��DQG�PDNLQJ�
D�VWURQJ�ERQG�ZLWK�WHDPPDWHV�
encourages strength.
   “My favorite part [of  soccer is] 

Sophie Sajecki
Staff  Reporter

GHFRUDWLQJ�RXU�ORFNHUV�EHFDXVH�
LW�ZDV�IXQ�WR�GR�DV�D�WHDP�DQG�
getting to know the new players 
SHUVRQDOLWLHV�µ�$QJHOLFD�6WHJH��¶����
VDLG�
   Injuries impact a team greatly 
GXULQJ�D�VRFFHU�VHDVRQ��DQG�WDNH�
GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�WR�RYHUFRPH�
���´7HDULQJ�P\�$&/�ZDV�RQH�RI �
WKH�KDUGHVW�LQMXULHV�,·YH�KDG�WR�
RYHUFRPH��DOWKRXJK�,�PD\�QRW�
yet be back to my original state 
>EXW@�,�FDQ�VD\�WKDW�EHLQJ�LQMXUHG�
last season really has given me 
motivation to play even better this 
VHDVRQ��$OWKRXJK�LW�LV�GLIÀFXOW�WR�
JHW�XVHG�WR�WKH�SDLQ�,�RFFDVLRQDOO\�
JHW�ZLWK�VKRRWLQJ��,·P�JODG�,�ZDV�
DEOH�WR�FRPH�EDFN�DQG�ÀQLVK�P\�
VHQLRU�\HDU�LQMXU\�IUHH�µ�%UDG\�
)ULHGPDQ��¶����VDLG�
���)RU�WKH�VHQLRUV�RQ�WKH�WHDP��WKLV�

VHDVRQ�PHDQV�PRUH��VLQFH�WKLV�LV�
their last time playing soccer in 
high school.
   “My main goal for my last 
VHDVRQ�LV�WR�KDYH�IXQ�DQG�PDNH�
memories by going all the way to 
VWDWHV�µ�3DWWHUVRQ�VDLG�
���/RVVHV�IURP�SUHYLRXV�VHDVRQV�
PRWLYDWH�SOD\HUV�WR�ZLQ�DQG�VWULYH�
IRU�VXFFHVV�RQ�WKH�ÀHOG�DQG�IXHO�
WKHP�WR�YLFWRU\��:LWK�/DQG�2·�
/DNHV�KDYLQJ�VXFK�D�JUHDW�VHDVRQ�
WKLV�\HDU��WKH�DQWLFLSDWLRQ�RI �
playing against them rises.
���´,�DP�ORRNLQJ�IRUZDUG�WR�
SOD\LQJ�DJDLQVW�/DQG�2·�/DNHV�
because we lost last year when 
ZH�ZHUH�ZLQQLQJ�����µ�.HQGUD�
+RIIPDQ��¶����VDLG�
���3OD\HUV�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKH\�QHHG�
WR�ZRUN�RQ�HYHU\�GD\�DW�SUDFWLFH��
which strengthens the team.

Going farther than before

DWPRVSKHUH�DQG�KRZ�WKH�WHDP�
works together to get each person 
EHWWHU�HYHU\GD\��,�DOVR�ORYH�KRZ�
our coach teaches us to learn 
SURSHU�WHFKQLTXH�DQG�JURZ�
FRQÀGHQFH�µ�.DLOD�:DUG��¶����VDLG�
���7KH�ZHLJKWOLIWLQJ�WHDP�VWDUWHG�
FRQGLWLRQLQJ�HDUO\�WR�KHOS�SUHSDUH�
IRU�WKH�VHDVRQ�DQG�WR�EXLOG�PRUH�
strength. With new players this 
VHDVRQ��WKH�WHDP�FRQWLQXHV�WR�
VWULYH�KDUG�DQG�SXVK�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�
make this season successful.

���´,�ZRXOG�VD\�P\�SHUVRQDO�
strength is controlling the ball 
RQ�WKH�ÀHOG�DQG�P\�ZHDNQHVV�
LV�VWD\LQJ�IRFXVHG��VRPHWLPHV�,�
IRUJHW�DERXW�WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�DQG�
I focus on the social aspect of  the 
JDPH�µ�3DWWHUVRQ�VDLG�
���2YHUDOO��WKH�GHGLFDWLRQ�DQG�
commitment of  the players 
throughout this season shows 

RQ�WKH�ÀHOG��7KH�QH[W�YDUVLW\�
girls’ soccer game takes place 
RQ�'HFHPEHU���WK�DJDLQVW�
&KDPEHUODLQ�+LJK�VFKRRO�DW�
�SP��DV�-9�SOD\V�DW�6XQODNH�+LJK�
6FKRRO�RQ�'HFHPEHU���WK�VWDUWLQJ�
DW��SP��7KH�QH[W�ER\V·�VRFFHU�
JDPH�RFFXUV�RQ�'HFHPEHU���WK�DW�
&KDPEHUODLQ�+LJK�6FKRRO�VWDUWLQJ�
DW��SP�

3KRWR�E\�%
UDG\�)ULHGP

DQ

´7KH�EHVW�SDUW�RI �WKLV�VHDVRQ�LV�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�FRPH�WRJHWKHU�DV�D�WHDP�DQG�EH�
DEOH�WR�VD\�ZH�EHDW�5LYHU�5LGJH�����µ�%UDG\�)ULHGPDQ������VDLG�
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Play it again, play it again
Jessica Mason                                
           Staff Reporter

   Overplaying songs on the 
radio remains a risky business. 
According to radioanalyzer.
com, the average radio lifespan 
of a chart hit is less than three 
months after it becomes popular. 
Following that, listeners start to 
react negatively to the song. 
   Some recent hits like 
“Somebody That I Used to Know” 
by Gotye, “Call Me Maybe” by 
Carly Rae Jepsen, and “Gangnam 

interruption, will more likely 
hurt the ratings of that particular 
station than help them.
   “Overplayed songs become 
irritable to people. They probably 
think that over playing a song 
will make more people listen to 
it. But when you play a song, you 
want them to like it, not hate it,” 
Jessalyn Odum (‘18) said.
   According to brentmusicreviews.
com, a few of today’s overplayed 

Style” by Psy were all placed in 
whatculture.com’s top 5 most 
overplayed songs on radio stations. 
   “’Call Me Maybe’ was a very 
catchy song, but then it got 
annoying to where I would just 
change the station,” Taylor Platt 
(‘18) said. 
   The results of an analysis that 
radioanalyzer.com conducted 
infers that playing a chart hit for 
more than four months with no 

songs include “Shake it off”, and 
“Blank Space” by Taylor Swift, and 
“All About That Bass” by Meghan 
Trainor. Emily Lawrence (’18) 
feels overplayed songs include 
today’s currents like “Hello” by 
Adele, “Here” by Alessia Cara, 
“Lean On” by Major Lazer and DJ 
Snake, and “Like I’m Gonna Lose 
You” by Meghan Trainor. 
   “In my opinion, it’s annoying to 
hear the same songs. When songs 

are overplayed, we usually avoid 
that radio station,” Lawrence (’18) 
said. 
   Rather than listening to 
redundant songs on the radio, 
free phone apps like Spotify and 
Pandora provide people the option 
to choose which songs students 
hear. With options such as these, 
the annoyance of overplayed songs 
becomes a thing of the past.

Wrapping it up: Mockingjay Part 2
Raleigh Illig
             Staff Reporter

Jennifer Lawrence, reprises her roll as Katniss Everdeen in Mockingjay Part 2.

   The familiar faces of Katniss 
Everdeen (Jennifer Lawrence), 
Peeta Mellark (Josh Hutcherson), 
and their accomplices returned to 
the big screen on November 20, 
in the last movie of the Hunger 

Games series, Mocking Jay Part 
2. After being taken to District 
13 and made the Mocking Jay, 
Katniss tries to help the revolution 
against the Capitol. 
   In Mocking Jay Part 1, Peeta 

was held captive in the Capitol 
and used to torture Katniss for her 
wrong doings against the Capitol. 
District 13 went into the Capitol 
toward the end of Part 1 to save 
Peeta and the other tributes. Once 
saved, they were brought back to 
District 13. When Katniss went 
to see Peeta for the first time since 
the games in Catching Fire, she 
learned that he had been what 
they call hjacked. Peeta attacked 
her and put Katniss into the 
hospital. 
   Picking up right where Part 1 
left off, Part 2 starts with Katniss 
in the hospital still shocked at the 
events that occurred with Peeta. 
The fight with the Capitol still 
continues as each district joins 
13 in the revolution. Putting her 
life at risk, Katniss flees from 13 

to join the battle on the frontline 
with the troops as they storm the 
Capitol. 
   All throughout the film, viewers 
remain on the edge of their seats 
anticipating what will happen 
next. During her quest through 
the movie, Katniss suffers great 
losses, some more devastating than 
others. The pain of the losses she 
suffers affects her greatly and the 
choices she makes in the Capitol. 
   Trouble arises when the trust 
of some members in 13 and the 
Capitol is put to the test. Katniss 
decides where her true loyalty lies 
and where her place is during the 
revolution. 
   As the final film of the series, 
viewers became attached to some 
characters making their losses 
even more painful and emotional. 

With Part 1 lacking the action 
presented in the previous two 
movies, Part 2 makes up for it 
all. Combining humor, action, 
thrill, and romance, this movie 
entertained and caused a strong 
reaction from viewers due to the 
unexpected twist of events that 
occur throughout. 
   Overall, this jaw-dropping 
movie captivated the audience’s 
attention from beginning to 
end. Mocking Jay Part 2 presents 
a fitting ending to Katniss’s 
journey and provides a satisfying 
conclusion to the series. A 
heartbreaking and emotional 
experience, it will stay with 
viewers, making Mocking Jay 
Part 2 a must-see in theaters to 
conclude the Hunger Games saga.

Hot new albums of the season
VV

GET WEIRD
LITTLE MIX

MADE IN THE A.M. 
ONE DIRECTION

PURPOSE
JUSTIN BIEBER

KNOW-IT-ALL
ALESSIA CARA

25 
ADELE
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Breaking free and free forming
Alyssa Magilligan
             Staff Reporter
   In January 2016, ABC Family 
plans on changing their station 
name to Freeform. According 
to ABC Family President Tom 
Ascheim, “Freeform evokes the 
spirit and adventure of their 
audience.”
   “I found out about ABC Family 
changing its name to Freeform 
a few weeks ago, around early 
November,” Taylor Hughes (‘17) 
said.
  Freeform plans on airing new, 
original content, as well as the 
favorites that play on television 
right now, such as Pretty Little 
Liars, The Fosters, Young and 

The Secret Life of the American 
Teenager, which touched base 
on mature subjects such as teen 
pregnancy and sexual orientation.
   “Despite their already 
overwhelming abundance of 
viewers, I believe that ABC Family 
wants to steer away from the idea 
that it’s solely just a ‘family-based 
network,” Hughes said.
   Without fail, the movies and 
shows playing on the channel 
at the moment attract younger 
children, yet the intention is to 
attract people through their teens 
and young adulthood.
   “By targeting a more mature 

Hungry, and Baby Daddy. The new 
content that releases in January 
includes two new series called 
Shadowhunters and Recovery Road. 
   “I’m excited for both. I love the 
shows that are returning but I also 
want to see what the new shows 
have to offer and see if they’re 
as good as the returning ones,” 
Katelyn Vergara (‘18) said.
   The new name change aims to 
target a more mature audience. 
They will classify under a not-
so-family oriented channel, the 
complete opposite of what they 
currently classify under. The origin 
of this comes from a show called 

audience, this network can stream 
shows that aren’t only directed 
for kids as the name mistakenly 
applies to,” Hughes said.
   Families spend more time on 
the couch watching something 
together, while teenagers often 
find themselves binge-watching 
shows on Netflix on their laptops. 
Parental advisory may also be an 
issue due to changes. In addition 
to changing the name of the 
channel, ABC Family coined the 
phrase “Becomers” for viewers 
ages 14 to 34. The network’s 
target audience will fall in this age 
demographic.

   “I think that through this name 
change, they will lose a lot of 
their younger viewers because 
families will be less inclined to let 
their kids watch a show if they 
don’t feel that the proper parental 
advisory is in place,” Hughes said.
   With the name and 
programming changes that ABC 
Family introduced, they plan 
on putting new material out to 
hopefully attract more viewers 
from an older category of age 
groups.

December 15th December 16th10 Days ‘til Christmas on 
ABC Family

December 17th December 18th December 19th December 20th

KYflY�;dYmk�ak�;geaf�
 to Town
5:00 PM

The Year Without a Santa 
Claus

5:00 PM

The Polar Express
6:30 PM

<akf]q�k�Hj]h�Yf\�
Landing
7:00 PM

The Santa Clause
5:15 PM

FYlagfYd�DYehggf�k�
Christmas Vacation

7:00 PM

December 21st December 22nd December 23rd December 24th

ELF 
6:30 PM

The Santa Clause 3: The 
Escape Clause

8:45 PM

>jgklq�k�Oafl]j�
Wonderland

6:30 PM

Toy Story that Time 
Forgot

6:00 PM

Entertainment
The Hoofbeat| Dec. 2015

13iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii



  Students experienced the Arrive 
Alive Tour simulation on October 
��WK�WR�VKRZ�WKH�GLIÀFXOW\�RI �
texting and driving, sponsored 
E\�81,7(��,Q�WKH�VLPXODWLRQ��
students sat in a real car and wore 
YLUWXDO�UHDOLW\�JODVVHV�WKDW�VKRZHG�
the risks of  driving while looking 
DW�WKHLU�SKRQHV��7KLV�H[SHULHQFH�
RSHQHG�H\HV�IRU�PDQ\�RQ�WKH�WUXH�
GDQJHU�RI �WH[WLQJ�DQG�GULYLQJ�
���81,7(�VSRQVRUV�HYHQWV�OLNH�
WKHVH�DOO�DURXQG�WKH�FRXQWU\��
According to their creed on 
DUULYHDOLYHWRXU�FRP��´WKHUH�LV�DQ�
ROG�DGDJH�WKDW�VD\V�¶DQ�RXQFH�RI �
prevention is worth a pound of  
FXUH�·�:H�ZDQW�WR�EH�WKDW�¶RXQFH�
RI �SUHYHQWLRQ·�EHIRUH�WKH�FXUH�
LV�QHHGHG��:H�VWULYH�DQG�ZLOO�
continue to strive to be on the 
forefront of  cutting edge Health 

Hallmarking the holiday

perspective on things it just 
showed me how texting and 
GULYLQJ�DIIHFWV�RWKHUV�DURXQG�\RX�
ZKLFK�,�DOUHDG\�NQHZ�µ�-DFRE�&DFH�
�¶����VDLG��´,�GLGQ·W�WH[W�DQG�EHIRUH�
DQG�,�VWLOO�ZRQ·W�µ

VHFRQGV��,�ZLOO�QRW�WH[W�DQG�GULYH�
EHFDXVH�LW�LV�UHDOO\�GDQJHURXV�DQG�
VFDU\�µ�7KX\HQ�7UXRQJ��¶����VDLG��
   For some, the experience 
UHLQIRUFHG�EHOLHIV�DOUHDG\�
HVWDEOLVKHG��
���´,W�GLGQ·W�UHDOO\�FKDQJH�P\�

ZKLOH�\RX�DUH�WH[WLQJ��SHULRG��,�
WKLQN�WKH\�IRXQG�WKDW�RXW�µ�&RDFK�
6FKPLW]�VDLG��´7KH\�DOO�WKRXJKW�
WKH\�FRXOG�GR�LW��EXW�EDVLFDOO\�
QRQH�RI �WKHP�FRXOG�µ
   The simulation altered the 
RSLQLRQ�RI �PDQ\��ZKHWKHU�WKH\�
texted and drove prior to the 
H[SHULHQFH�RU�QRW�
���´,W�FKDQJHG�P\�SHUVSHFWLYH�>RI �
WH[WLQJ�DQG�GULYLQJ@�EHFDXVH�,�VHH�
KRZ�PXFK�DWWHQWLRQ�,�ORVH�IURP�
WH[WLQJ�ZKLOH�,�GULYH�µ�1LFKRODV�
$OOHQ��¶����VDLG��´,�GLGQ·W�>WH[W�
DQG�GULYH@�EHIRUH��EXW�,�WKRXJKW�,�
ZRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR��,·P�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�
WH[W�DQG�GULYH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�µ
   Kids who tried the simulation 
UHDOL]HG�KRZ�PXFK�ZRUVH�WKH\�
GULYH�ZKLOH�WH[WLQJ�
���´,�FRXOG�QRW�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�URDG�
DW�DOO��,�JRW�LQWR�D�FUDVK�LQ�OLNH�WHQ�

DQG�:HOOQHVV�3URJUDPV�µ
���7KRXJK�LW�PD\�VHHP�WKDW�
the common person knows 
the dangers of  texting 
and driving, according to 
WH[WLQJDQGGULYLQJVDIWH\�FRP������
RI �WHHQV�FRQÀGHQWO\�VD\�WKDW�WKH\�
FDQ�VDIHO\�WH[W�ZKLOH�GULYH��DQG�
����RI �\RXQJ�GULYHUV�FODLP�LW�LV�
HDV\�WR�WH[W�DQG�GULYH��
���&RDFK�6FRWW�6FKPLW]��)$&���
ZKR�WRRN�KLV�'ULYHU·V�(G�FODVVHV�
to the simulation, recognized the 
importance of  a hands-on texting 
and driving experience without the 
ULVN�RI �DQ�DFFLGHQW�
���´,�GRQ·W�WKLQN�WKH\�UHDOL]HG�KRZ�
EDG�LW�ZDV�XQWLO�WKH\�DFWXDOO\�GLG�
LW��<RX�FDQ�WDON�DERXW�LW�LQ�FODVV�
DOO�\RX�ZDQW�EXW�HYHU\ERG\�WKLQNV�
WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�WH[W�DQG�GULYH��7KH�
UHDOLW\�LV�\RX�FDQ�QRW�GULYH�DV�ZHOO�

.DLWO\Q�.OHLQ�
Staff  Reporter

%DLOH\�6DVVDWHOOL
Opinions Editor

   As her friends decorate their 
houses and bake cookies, Sabiha 
0ROODK��¶����SUHSDUHV�WR�FHOHEUDWH�
&KULVWPDV�ZLWK�WKHP��HYHQ�WKRXJK�
VKH�LV�QRW�&KULVWLDQ��$FFRUGLQJ�
WR�3HZ�5HVHDUFK�&HQWHU��HLJKW�
LQ�WHQ�QRQ�&KULVWLDQV�LQ�WKH�8�6��
FHOHEUDWH�&KULVWPDV��%HWZHHQ�
�����DQG�������WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI �
$PHULFDQV�LGHQWLI\LQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�
DV�&KULVWLDQV�KDV�GURSSHG�IURP�
����WR������EDVHG�RQ�3HZ�
5HVHDUFK�VWXGLHV�
���6RPH�SUDFWLFLQJ�&KULVWLDQV�
keep their traditions centered 
around the origin of  the 
KROLGD\��HYHQ�WKRXJK�RWKHUV�
believe that the religious part 
RI �&KULVWPDV�UHFHQWO\�GZLQGOHG�
from its previous high-standing 
LPSRUWDQFH�
���´,·P�D�QRQGHQRPLQDWLRQDO�
&KULVWLDQ��VR�WR�PH��&KULVWPDV�LV�D�
WLPH�IRU�IDPLO\�DQG�WR�DSSUHFLDWH�
what we have and to remember 
WKH�VDFULÀFH�-HVXV�PDGH�IRU�RXU�
sins, so we could live our lives and 
EH�ZLWK�KLP�LQ�HWHUQLW\�ZKHQ�ZH�
SDVV�µ�7\OHU�:HWKHULOO��·����VDLG�
���5HOLJLRXV�RU�QRW��WKRVH�

FHOHEUDWLQJ�&KULVWPDV�VSHQG�
WKHLU�WLPH�HQMR\LQJ�FRPSDQ\�DQG�
emphasizing the main purpose of  
WKH�KROLGD\V�
���´&KULVWPDV�LVQ·W�UHDOO\�D�UHOLJLRXV�
KROLGD\�DQ\PRUH��LW·V�PRUH�RI �D�
KDOOPDUN�KROLGD\��<RX�GRQ·W�QHHG�
WR�EH�WKH�EHVW�&KULVWLDQ�LQ�WKH�
ZRUOG�WR�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�KROLGD\��
EHFDXVH�QRZDGD\V�LW·V�MXVW�DERXW�
SUHVHQWV�DQG�IDPLO\�µ�1LFKRODV�
*DJQ\��·����VDLG�
���5HJDUGOHVV�RI �UHOLJLRXV�
DIÀOLDWLRQ��QRQ�UHOLJLRXV�VWXGHQWV�
recognize the potential impact of  
WKH�KROLGD\�
���´0\�SHUVRQDO�EHOLHI �V\VWHP�
GHDOV�YHU\�PXFK�LQ�VKRZLQJ�OLJKW�
DQG�ORYH�WR�RWKHUV��6R��P\�WDNH�
RQ�&KULVWPDV�LV�UHDOO\�D�UHPLQGHU�
that even though we are high 
school students and sometimes we 
OHW�WKLQJV�VOLS�DZD\�IURP�XV��WKDW�
LW·V�LPSRUWDQW�WR�WDNH�WKH�WLPH�WR�
show love and to give to others 
WKDW�PD\�QHHG�ZKDW�\RX�KDYH�µ�
:HWKHULOO�VDLG�
���&KULVWPDV�EULQJV�RXW�WKH�IHHOLQJ�
RI �MR\�DQG�KDSSLQHVV�WKURXJK�
VSHQGLQJ�WLPH�ZLWK�IDPLO\�ZKLOH�

giving and receiving gifts, but the 
focus for some remains helping 
RWKHUV�LQ�YDULRXV�ZD\V�
���´7KH\�VWLOO�DW�OHDVW�EHOLHYH�LQ�
human kindness and compassion, 
DQG�WKDW·V�WKH�LPSRUWDQW�SDUW�
DERXW�WKLV�WLPH�RI �\HDU�µ�:HWKHULOO�
VDLG�
���7KH�ELJ�SLFWXUH�RI �&KULVWPDV�
attracts those of  other beliefs, 
HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH\�FHOHEUDWH�WKHLU�
RZQ�KROLGD\V�DQG�WUDGLWLRQV�DV�
ZHOO�
���´7KHUH�DUH�VSHFLDOL]HG�KROLGD\V�
for people of  different religions, 
EXW�,�JXHVV�LI �\RX�ZDQW�D�SLHFH�RI �
&KULVWPDV�\RX�FDQ�KDYH�LW�µ�0HJDQ�
6WRQH��·����VDLG�
   Since religious beliefs overlap, 
PDQ\�KROLGD\V�VKDUH�WUDLWV�LQ�ZKDW�
WKH\�FHOHEUDWH��PDNLQJ�LW�HDV\�
for others to understand some 
&KULVWLDQ�LGHDV�
���´,�ZRXOG�IHHO�ZHLUG�FHOHEUDWLQJ�
>&KULVWPDV@�LI �,�GLGQ·W�XQGHUVWDQG�
&KULVWLDQ�YLHZV�OLNH�,�GR��EHFDXVH�
,·P�QRW�&KULVWLDQ��EXW�LW·V�D�IXQ�
WLPH�DQG�HYHU\RQH�LV�KDSS\�DQG�
HQMR\V�LW��VR�ZK\�QRW�FHOHEUDWH�LW�µ�
0ROODK�VDLG�

7\OHU�:HWKHULOO��¶����VWDQGV�RXWVLGH�HQMR\LQJ�WKH�ZLQWHU�ZHDWKHU�DQG�WKH�
SDUWLFXODU�IHHOLQJ�RI �WRJHWKHUQHVV�WKDW�FRPHV�ZLWK�WKH�VHDVRQ�

   Mollah understands the 
difference between celebrating 
&KULVWPDV�DQG�ZDONLQJ�DZD\�IURP�
KHU�,VODPLF�EHOLHIV��DQG�*DJQ\�
DJUHHV�
���´,W·V�OLNH�ZKHQ�\RX�JR�WR�DQRWKHU�
FRXQWU\��\RX�DUHQ·W�JRLQJ�WR�GR�
HYHU\WKLQJ�\RX�GR�LQ�$PHULFD�
EHFDXVH�\RX�ZDQW�WR�H[SHULHQFH�
ZKDW�WKDW�FRXQWU\�KDV�WR�RIIHU��
:HOO��VRPH�SHRSOH�FDQ·W�GR�WKDW��
VR�LQVWHDG�WKH\�H[SHULHQFH�RWKHU�
FXOWXUHV�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\�OLNH�

FHOHEUDWLQJ�D�GLIIHUHQW�UHOLJLRQ·V�
KROLGD\V�µ�*DJQ\�VDLG�
���6RPH�SHRSOH�DFWLYHO\�ORRN�
for something to believe in and 
some people just want something 
GLIIHUHQW�WR�H[SHULHQFH��1R�PDWWHU�
the practice, American people of  
HYHU\�FXOWXUH�H[SUHVV�WKHLU�ULJKW�
WR�FHOHEUDWH�DQ\�KROLGD\�WKH\�
ZDQW��7KH�UHOLJLRXV�YDOXHV�UHPDLQ�
present whether people want to 
celebrate them or not during this 
MROO\�WLPH�RI �\HDU�

&ODLUH�:KLWH��¶����H[SHULHQFHV�WKH�GDQJHUV�RI �WH[WLQJ�DQG�GULYLQJ�LQ�D�VDIH�VHWWLQJ�ZKHQ�
81,7(�EURXJKW�D�VLPXODWLRQ�WR�FDPSXV�LQ�ODWH�2FWREHU�

3KRWR�E\��$
OH[D�0

DFKDGR
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According to 
Edgar & Snyder 

Associates, “Texting 
while driving is 
6X MORE 

LIKELY to cause 
an accident than 
driving drunk.”

*Statistics from Edgar Snyder and Associates, MADD, & U.S. Department of  Transportation.

AAA Study on Teen
Texting and Driving

35%

21%

94%

Teens who report understanding the dangers of texting and driving. 

Teens who text and drive anyway.

Percentage of teens’ fatal accidents caused by texting and driving.



   As a student run publication, the 
+RRIEHDW·V�MRE�LV�WR�LQIRUP�RXU�
DXGLHQFH�DQG�SURSHUO\�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�
VWXGHQW�ERG\��WKHUHIRUH��WKH�VWDII �
conducted a poll pertaining to garner 
what the students want to see more of  
LQ�VHFRQG�VHPHVWHU�
   The results of  the poll showed that 
����RI �VWXGHQWV�DOZD\V�RU�VRPHWLPHV�
UHDG�WKH�VFKRRO�QHZVSDSHU��6LQFH�
there is an overwhelming number 
of  students with an interest in the 
publication, including content in 
GHPDQG�LV�RI �XWPRVW�LPSRUWDQFH�
���7KH�W\SH�RI �VWRU\�WKDW�LV�WKH�WRS�
concern of  students is world news, 
LQFOXGLQJ�SROLWLFV��7KLV�SXEOLFDWLRQ�
DVSLUHV�WR�JLYH�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKDW�WKH\�
want, therefore, in second semester, 
we will decide stories based on the 
results of  this poll to better express 
\RXU�LQWHUHVWV��7KDQN�\RX�WR�WKRVH�
ZKR�WRRN�RXU�SROO�

����0LGWHUPV�WDNH�SODFH�DIWHU�:LQWHU�
%UHDN�WKLV�\HDU��6WXGHQWV�RSSRVH�WKLV�
VFKHGXOH�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�VSHQG�
WKHLU�:LQWHU�%UHDN�UHOD[LQJ�LQVWHDG�RI �
VWUHVVLQJ�DERXW�PLGWHUPV�
   The midterm schedule makes it 
GLIÀFXOW�IRU�VWXGHQWV�WR�HQMR\�WKH�WLPH�
WKDW�:LQWHU�%UHDN�RIIHUV��
���´,�WKLQN�WKDW�LI �ZH�KDYH�WR�VSHQG�
WLPH�VWXG\LQJ�IRU�WKH�PLGWHUPV�GXULQJ�
:LQWHU�%UHDN��WKHQ�ZH�ZLOO�QRW�EH�DEOH�
WR�UHOD[�DQG�KDYH�DQ�DFWXDO�EUHDN�µ�
9LFWRULD�0DKDLUDV���·����VDLG��
   The new test schedule for midterms 
FDXVHV�D�JHQHUDO�IHHOLQJ�RI �VWUHVV��
6WXGHQWV�PXVW�VSHQG�WLPH�VWXG\LQJ�
LQVWHDG�RI �FHOHEUDWLQJ�DQG�HQMR\LQJ�WKH�
KROLGD\V�
���´:H�ZDQW�WR�KDYH�IXQ��EXW�LQVWHDG�ZH�
KDYH�WR�VWXG\��ZRUU\�DQG�VWUHVV�ZKHQ�ZH�
FRXOG�KDYH�WKHP�EHIRUH��7KDW�ZD\�ZH�
would be able to have a stress free break 
DQG�KDYH�IXQ�µ�0DUFHOOD�&DODEUHVH��·����

���´,·P�XSVHW�DERXW�ÀUVW�VHPHVWHU�
HQGLQJ�ODWHU�EHFDXVH�,�ZDQW�WR�VHQG�P\�
XSGDWHG�WUDQVFULSWV�WR�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�
RI �6RXWK�)ORULGD�DQG�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI �
&HQWUDO�)ORULGD��7KRVH�DUH�WKH�VFKRROV�
WKDW�,�SODQ�RQ�DSSO\LQJ�WR�DQG�,�ZRXOG�
UDWKHU�VHQG�WKHP�P\�LPSURYHG�*3$��
DV�RSSRVHG�WR�P\�FXPXODWLYH�IURP�
HOHYHQWK�JUDGH�µ�&DODEUHVH�VDLG�
   Time off  from school needs to be 
VSHQW�FHOHEUDWLQJ�WKH�KROLGD\V��QRW�
VWUHVVLQJ�RYHU�PLGWHUPV��6WXGHQWV�
dedicated to receiving good grades will 
VWUHVV�RXW�
���´:LQWHU�EUHDN�VKRXOG�EH�ZKDW�LW·V�
VXSSRVHG�WR�EH��D�EUHDN��1RW�WLPH�VSHQW�
VWXG\LQJ�IRU�PLGWHUPV�µ�.DPUHQ�3RZHUV�
�·����VDLG�
   Midterm scheduling causes a wide 
feeling of  stress for students and 
WHDFKHUV��1H[W�\HDU��PLGWHUPV�UHWXUQ�WR�
EHIRUH�EUHDN�

VDLG�
���6WXGHQWV�PLJKW�IRUJHW�ZKDW�WKH\�
OHDUQHG�EHIRUH�EUHDN�E\�WKH�WLPH�WKH\�
WDNH�WKHLU�PLGWHUPV��'XULQJ�VXPPHU��
VWXGHQWV�W\SLFDOO\�IRUJHW�D�KXJH�IUDFWLRQ�
RI �WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�WKH\�OHDUQHG�WKH�
SUHYLRXV�\HDU��7KH�VDPH�WKLQJ�KDSSHQV�
RYHU�:LQWHU�%UHDN��ZKLFK�DIIHFWV�WHVW�
VFRUHV�
���´,�GRQ·W�WKLQN�LW·V�D�JRRG�LGHD�WR�KDYH�
PLGWHUPV�DIWHU�:LQWHU�%UHDN�EHFDXVH�,�
NQRZ�WKDW�LW·V�KDUG�WR�UHPHPEHU�ZKDW�
\RX�OHDUQHG�RYHU�D�SHULRG�RI �WLPH�RII �
IURP�VFKRRO�µ�&DODEUHVH�VDLG�
    First semester ends later than usual 
EHFDXVH�RI �PLGWHUP�VFKHGXOLQJ��6HQLRUV�
DSSO\LQJ�WR�FROOHJHV�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�
UHFHLYLQJ�WKHLU�XSGDWHG�WUDQVFULSWV��
7KHVH�WUDQVFULSWV�FRQWDLQ�XSGDWHG�*3$V�
DQG�JUDGHV�IURP�ÀUVW�VHPHVWHU���7KH�
schedule change prolongs the process 
of  universities receiving updated 
LQIRUPDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�WUDQVFULSWV�

Ask and you shall receive

Say what you want to say

Breaking up with break

6DUDK�1DJ\
Entertainment Editor

%DLOH\�6DVVDWHOOL
Opinions Editor

Bella Smith
Staff  Reporter

�$V�WKH�ZLQWHU�KROLGD\V�FRPH�FUHHSLQJ�
XS�IDVWHU�DQG�IDVWHU�HYHU\�\HDU��KROLGD\�
IHVWLYLWLHV�FRPH�LQWR�SOD\�VRRQ�DIWHU�
+DOORZHHQ�HQGV��$OWKRXJK�IRONV�KDYH�
DOUHDG\�MXPSHG�LQWR�WKH�KROLGD\�VSLULW��
numerous controversies arise over 
WRXFK\�VXEMHFWV�SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�KROLGD\V�
DQG�SROLWLFDO�FRUUHFWQHVV�
��$�GHEDWH�DURVH�WR�VRFLHW\·V�DWWHQWLRQ�DV�
PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�KROLGD\V�DUH�FHOHEUDWHG�
ZLWKLQ�WKH�PRQWK�RI �'HFHPEHU��
:KHWKHU�SHRSOH�VKRXOG�ZLVK�D�XQLYHUVDO�
´+DSS\�+ROLGD\V�µ�RU�VKRXOG�WKH\�EH�
allowed to wish their own celebration 
upon others, sparked a polemical 
GLVFRXUVH�ZLWKLQ�PDQ\�$PHULFDQV�
���´,�IHHO�OLNH�,�VKRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�VD\�
0HUU\�&KULVWPDV�EHFDXVH�LW·V�P\�
UHOLJLRQ��DQG�,�KDYH�IUHHGRP�RI �VSHHFK��

WKHLU�XVXDO�UHG��KROLGD\�FXSV��7KH\�KDYH�
QRZ�VLPSO\�PDGH�WKH�FXSV�UHG��ZKLFK�
VRPH�IHHO�H[SUHVVHV�´DQWL�&KULVWPDVµ�
VHQWLPHQWV��$VLGH�IURP�WKH�FXSV��WKH�
more common, more broad dispute 
includes the potential risk of  offending 
VRPHRQH�ZKR�PD\�QRW�SDUWDNH�LQ�WKH�
&KULVWPDV�FHOHEUDWLRQ��
����´)URP�P\�SHUVRQDO�YLHZV��VD\LQJ�
0HUU\�&KULVWPDV�LV�QRW�D�SUREOHP��
&RQIRUPLQJ�WR�$PHULFDQ�WUDGLWLRQV�
KDV�PDGH�&KULVWPDV�QRWKLQJ�RXW�RI �WKH�
QRUP�IRU�P\�IDPLO\��0HUU\�&KULVWPDV�
LV�MXVW�DV�ÀQH�DV�+DSS\�+ROLGD\V�µ�9LUDM�
3DWHO��¶����VDLG�
��$Q\�ZLVKIXO�PHVVDJH��ZKHWKHU�LW�EH�
´+DSS\�+ROLGD\V�µ�´0HUU\�&KULVWPDV�µ�
RU�´+DSS\�+DQXNNDK�µ�LV�H[SUHVVHG�
ZLWK�DQ�HQGHDULQJ�LQWHQWLRQ�

DV�GRHV�HYHU\RQH�HOVH��VR�ZH�VKRXOG�DOO�
EH�HQWLWOHG�WR�VD\�ZKDW�ZH�IHHO�µ�0DUFHOOD�
&DODEUHVH��¶����VDLG�
��0DQ\�H[SUHVVHG�WKHLU�VHQWLPHQWV�
WRZDUG�ZLVKLQJ�D�0HUU\�&KULVWPDV��RU�
WKHLU�RZQ�UHOLJLRQ·V�ZLVKIXO�SKUDVH��%XW��
some also believe in wishing a more 
JHQHUDO�´+DSS\�+ROLGD\Vµ�DV�LW�FDQ�
DSSO\�WR�HYHU\RQH�
���´,�ORYH�FHOHEUDWLQJ�&KULVWPDV�DQG�
celebrating it with the people that do, 
EXW�,�WKLQN�LW·V�EHWWHU�WR�EH�PRUH�RSHQ�
WR�ZLVKLQJ�SHRSOH�KDSS\�KROLGD\V�VLQFH�
there is a lot of  people with different 
traditions and beliefs than me, and just 
WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�FHOHEUDWH�&KULVWPDV�µ�
0DFNHQ]LH�%HQQHWW��¶����VDLG�
��&RPSODLQWV�FDPH�XS�DERXW�6WDUEXFNV�
UHPRYLQJ�WKH�&KULVWPDV�V\PEROV�IURP�
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   #TalkToYourParentsTuesday

Each week we are going to institute 
#talktoyourparentsTuesday and we want you 
to talk to your parents. It is a good thing. We 
have been giving out a lot of information 
lately that is important to you, which is why 
you need to talk to your parents.  Now. Today!

Graduation information
Those of you planning on graduating got a 
whole bunch of senior information recently. 
Ninety percent of you probably have not even 
talked to your parents about the fact that we 
had a graduation presentation. We talked 
about caps and gowns, t-shirts, tassels, and 
all of the other senior paraphernalia. Please 
make sure that you let your parents know 
that they DO NOT have to order a cap and 
gown. Thanks!

Costs of Senior Year
Grad Bash and Prom are coming up, which 
tend to be a rather expensive endeavors. And 
there are fees to graduate. As a result, now 
is a good time to have those conversations 
about the expenses at the end of your 
senior year. This is about $100 for Grad 
Bash, $80 for senior fees (this includes the 
aforementioned, already ordered cap and 
gown), and $1 million for your prom and all 
of the craziness that you all do (well, at least 
$65 per ticket).

Everyone needs to communicate
Underclassmen, your responsibility in talking 
to your parents is quite similar to that of the 
seniors. Begin talking to them about what 
classes you can take next year. Remember 
l`Yl�qgm�\gf�l�f][]kkYjadq�`Yn]�lg�k]d][l�Ydd�
regular, or all honors classes, or all AP classes 
in order to get into college. In fact, please 
remember that an A in a regular class ALWAYS 
looks better on a transcript than a D in an 
honors class. Either way, you need to study 
and if you need to do so with your parents, it 
will give you a chance to talk. 

Schultzisms

Advice to Students:

Interview by: 
Bailey Sassatelli
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Talk to your parents.

31%

24%

21%

14%

10%



From: A Giver

To: Receive
Jaelyn Moser

Lifestyles Editor

Kelsey Williams

News Editor
   The holiday season presents 

students with the opportunity to 

either give or receive gifts. While 

receiving gifts allows people to enjoy 

a feeling of  want, giving to others 

provides a better sense of  purpose.

    Gift giving represents a physical 

expression of  affection for the 

people that hold a special place in a 

person’s life.  Not only is it important 

to give to those that mean something 

in one’s life, it is also important to 

give to strangers.  As stated by John 

F. Kennedy in his Inaugural Address 

“Ask not what your country can do 

for you but what you can do for your 

country.” These words hold powerful 

meaning in both the broad sense 

that one should put forth their best 

for their country, and the narrow 

sense that one should always give to 

others.   

   Giving a gift not only allows a 

person to obtain a new item, but 

also gives them a sense that they are 

loved. By giving someone a gift one 

may let another person know what 

VLJQLÀFDQFH�WKH\�KROG��
   Homeless and underprivileged 

families possess rising needs during 

the holiday season, which willing 

GRQRUV�PD\�IXOÀOO�LI �WKH\�VR�SOHDVH��
Those that enjoy the privilege of  

being able to purchase gifts for the 

KROLGD\V�PD\�DOVR�ÀQG�JLYLQJ�WR�WKRVH�
in need enjoyable as well. 

   By giving to others, the gift provider 

JHWV�D�VHQVH�RI �IXOÀOOPHQW��*LYLQJ�
to others that are cared for or less 

fortunate gives back to the sender. 

Watching someone excitedly tear into 

a nicely wrapped package that you 

spent hours searching for provides a 

great feeling for both the receiver and 

the sender. 

   This season, students should take a 

PRPHQW�WR�UHÁHFW�RQ�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�WR�
give to others and all the reasons why 

it is satisfying. Giving gifts to others 

is both pleasant for those on the 

receiving end, and for those that select 

and give gifts with care.  

   Every story comes with two sides. 

During the ever-famous Christmas 

season, those two sides include the 

acts of  giving and receiving. While 

giving allows a person to show their 

community or the people in their 

lives just how much they mean to that 

person, receiving gifts helps make a 

person feel wanted or appreciated.

   It’s common knowledge that 

people do things for the ones they 

love. However, sometimes a person’s 

actions go under appreciated or 

unacknowledged. This can make the 

person feel like all that they do does 

not truly matter. Even though many 

do not ask for it all the time, knowing 

that family members, friends or even 

a random stranger in the community 

appreciates all that is done for them 

can really brighten someone’s day.     

While some may believe that those 

who choose to prefer receiving over 

JLYLQJ�PD\�VHHP�VHOÀVK�RU�VHOI�
absorbed, the under-laden motives 

may suggest that a person simply 

loves the feeling of  being loved and 

looked after for the season. 

   No matter how big or small 

the gift or action, the thought of  

appreciation disguised within may 

never be truly masked by wrapping 

paper and bows. So while a physical 

gift or action always makes for a 

nice surprise, to the recipient, the 

real value of  the gift remains in the 

thought and emotion presented by 

the giver. Carmen Brunger (’16) 

UHÁHFWV�RQ�ZKDW�UHFHLYLQJ�D�JLIW�IURP�
a loved one means to her.

   “I just feel grateful for whatever 

they give me because it’s the thought 

that counts. I know my family works 

hard for their money and that my 

friends mean well, so I wouldn’t take it 

for granted,” Brunger said.

   So just because one may prefer to 

receive rather than give this holiday 

season doesn’t necessarily mean that 

VHOÀVKQHVV�OLHV�LQ�WKHLU�KHDUW��3HRSOH�
love to know how much the people 

they care about appreciate them. It 

is a basic human emotion to need 

FRQÀUPDWLRQ�RI �DSSUHFLDWLRQ��6R�
remember the two sides to each story 

and remember that receiving may 

produce just as much of  a warm 

emotion as giving. Considering these 

things, receiving brings just as much 

joy as giving. 

‘Tis the season
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