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   Since the beginning of  the 
season the schools hockey 
team found a way to win no 
matter whom they played 
against. The road to Nationals 
held many long hours of  
hard work, culminating in the 
tournament on March 17th 
in Ashburn, Virginia. The 
team’s biggest challenge for 
this season was putting a team 
together made up of  many 
different types of  players 
and to have those players, be 
willing to play more as a team 
and less as individuals. 
����´,W�ZDV�GHÀQLWHO\�H[FLWLQJ�
[to go to Nationals since] we 
worked hard all year and were 
undefeated [in the regular 
season],” Tim Lynch (’16) said.
    After the team won States 
they had a little more than 
three weeks to get in shape for 
the National Championships. 

When Nationals came closer, 
that was when they knew it 
was time to get themselves 
physically and mentally 
prepared. In game one at 
Nationals, Mitchell played the 
Dayton Stealth from Ohio 
and defeated them 13-5. They 
continued to dominate in their 
second game at Nationals 
DJDLQVW�0F.LQQH\��7H[DV�
winning 11-1. 
    “We had to come out strong 
>IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�JDPH@��QR�RQH�ZDV�
H[SHFWLQJ�D�)ORULGD�WHDP�WR�EH�
[at Nationals] and to make it as 
far as we did,” Dave Hawkins 
(’17) said.
����)RU�WKHLU�WKLUG�JDPH�WKH\�
played the defending National 
Champs, Cherry Creek from 
Colorado. Zack Rehm (’16) 
VFRUHG�ÀUVW�DQG�WKH\�HQGHG�XS�
winning their third game of  
pool play 5-2. With the win 

against Cherry Creek, they 
moved on to the single game 
elimination round and took 
on Sandra Day O’Connor, the 
State Champs from Arizona. 
The boys dominated the entire 
game, scoring nine points and 
goalie Jacob Serpe (’17) only 
letting in two, giving him a 
.929 save percentage. With this 
win and the Manatees’ win 
DJDLQVW�)ULVFR��ERWK�)ORULGD�
teams would play each other in 
WKH�VHPLÀQDOV��0LWFKHOO�OLPLWHG�
Manatee to only four goals 
to keep their two goal lead in 
the third period. Mitchell beat 
Manatee 6-4, which would 
take them to the National 
Championship game. 
    “It was relieving [to play 
Manatee again] because we 
knew we could beat them. It 
PDGH�LW�DQ�HDV\�VHPLÀQDO�JDPH��
so that we could make it to the 

ÀQDO�>JDPH@�µ�/\QFK�VDLG�
�����7KH�QH[W�GD\�%RXOGHU�
EURXJKW�WKHLU�KDUGHVW�ÀJKW��
,Q�WKH�ÀUVW�SHULRG��0LWFKHOO�
trailed 3-0. A few penalties 
were called on Mitchell but 
%RXOGHU�QHYHU�GLG�VFRUH�D�
SRZHU�SOD\�JRDO��%RXOGHU�VWLOO�
found ways to put the puck 
LQ�WKH�QHW�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�SHULRG��
After the second period started 
Lucas Sowder (’17) scored 
WKH�ÀUVW�JRDO�RI �WKH�JDPH�IRU�
0LWFKHOO��%\�WKH�HQG�RI �WKH�
second period, Mitchell gained 
a 7-4 lead and showed that 
they had a shot at winning. 
During the third period, 
%RXOGHU�WLHG�0LWFKHOO�DQG�
took the game into overtime. 
After back and forth scoring 
chances between both teams, 
Mitchell got on the power 
play from a tripping call on 
%RXOGHU��1DWH�6PLWK��·����VKRW�

the puck at the net and it was 
GHÁHFWHG�RII �=DFK�+DUULVRQ·V�
(’17) stick and landed in the 
net giving Harrison the game-
winning goal, which secured 
the National Championship, 
earning the team a place in 
history.
    “I was so shocked, I didn’t 
think that shot was really going 
to go in. I saw Nate [Smith] 
celebrate and start skating 
[down the ice]. It was just a 
rush of  pure joy,” Lynch said. 
    The boys all jumped up 
from the bench and skated 
onto the ice, tackling Serpe. 
The Mustangs became the 
ÀUVW�)ORULGD�KRFNH\�WHDP�WR�
have ever won a National 
Championship. These players 
overcame all odds and fought 
their hardest to be the best in 
the nation. 

Katy White
Staff  Reporter

NATIONAL 
CHAMPS
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   Published six times a school year, 
the student newspaper of  J.W. Mitchell 
High School is a public forum with 
its student editorial board making all 
the decisions concerning its contents. 
Unsigned editorials express the views of  
the majority of  the editorial board.
   Letters to the editor are welcomed 
and will be published as space allows. 
Letters must be signed, although the 
staff  may withhold the name upon 
request. The paper reserves the right to 
edit letters for grammar and clarity, and 
all letters are subject to laws governing 
obscenity, libel, privacy and disruption 
of  the school process, as are all contents 
of  the paper.
   Opinions of  letters are not necessarily 
those of  the staff  nor should any 
opinion expressed in a public forum 
be constructed as the opinion or policy 
of  the school administration, unless 
attributed.
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Casting light on autism awareness 
Alyssa Magilligan

Staff  Reporter

  The month of  April marks 
the start of  Autism Awareness 
Month. This month represents an 
opportunity to promote autism 
awareness, the acceptance of  
it, and to draw attention to the 
hundreds of  people diagnosed 
with it everyday. The Autism 
Society released a nationwide 
effort to promote awareness, 
inclusion in public schools and 
self-determination, and to ensure 
that each person with autism 
holds the ability to achieve the 
highest possible quality of  life, 
according to www.autism-society.

org.
   Autism Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD) is a term for a group 
of  complex disorders of  
brain development. This 
GLVRUGHU�LQFOXGHV�GLIÀFXOWLHV�
in social, verbal and nonverbal 
communications, and repetitive 
behaviors. It may also cause 
problem with being intellectual, 
attention spans, and physical 
health.
   Symptoms of  autism typically 
begin to show at the early ages 
of  two and three years old. These 
symptoms include poor eye 

contact, delays in speech, anxiety, 
sensitivity to loud noises, and 
change in voice.
   “To me, autism awareness can 
be as simple as getting to know 
what the disorder actually is. 
Understanding how the disorder 
affects your peers will provide 
students as well as staff  with the 
knowledge and power to promote 
acceptance and inclusion,” Ms. 
Adrianna Petrie (FAC) said. 
   For Autism Awareness month, 
VWXGHQWV�DQG�IDFXOW\�PHPEHUV�ÀQG�
ways to spread awareness about 
the disorder by wearing shirts, 

pins, and even putting a sticker on 
their cars.
   “Many people show support by 
wearing shirts with the Autism 
Awareness symbol, a puzzle piece 
ribbon,” Ms. Petrie said.
��7KH�VLJQLÀFDQFH�RI �WKH�SX]]OH�
piece symbolizes the complexity 

of  the disorder. The design 
involves different colors and 
VKDSHV�ZKLFK�UHÁHFW�WKH�GLYHUVLW\�
of  the people with Autism.
��7R�ÀQG�RXW�PRUH�DERXW�DXWLVP�
and the different ways to spread 
awareness about the disorder, go 
to www.autismspeaks.org. 

Stepping off the plane at LAX
Sophie Sajecki

Sports Reporter
   Los Angeles: The city of  angels 
and of  opportunity, the school 
yearbook is headed to L.A. for 
that very reason.  The yearbook 
plans to attend a workshop for 
aspiring high school journalists 
that offers awards and what seems 
like limitless chances for learning. 
   “The NSPA is the National 
Scholastic Press Association, they 
sponsor a big convention for 
high school students that offers 
learning sessions, workshops, 
contests and opportunities to win 
awards. We’re going to NSPA in 
Los Angeles because we are in 
competition for an award from 
the NSPA for our 2015 yearbook, 
Zero In,” Sports editor Rebecca 
Roberson (‘18) said.  

   The large-scale environment 
of  the NSPA convention attracts 
excitement; students are able to 
participate in numerous unique 
experiences while learning from 
professionals.
   “This will be different from 
other journalism programs I have 
attended. Since it is across the 
country, rather than in Florida, 
we will get to see everything 
from a new perspective. Also, 
with it being in LA, there’s tons 
of  cool, huge journalism based 
corporations that we get to visit.  
The convention in particular is 
different because although I have 
gotten the chance to watch and 
interact with many professionals 
in the journalism business, this 

convention will have Pulitzer 
Prize winning speakers, which 
is amazing to me,” Campus Life 
editor Jessie Colegrove (‘17) said. 
   The fact that the Stampede 
Yearbook is known to be so 
prestigious and to have won 
so many awards is an honor. 
It portrays an image to others 
schools around the world. 
   “We win a lot of  national 
awards for our book anyway, so 
winning one of  the top national 
yearbook awards in the country 
is a huge honor, I think we’re one 
of  the top ten yearbooks in the 
state of  Florida’s Pasco/Tampa 
Bay area to win this award so it’s 
a really big deal,” Editor-in-Chief  
Alexa Rosenberg (‘16) said. 

   The amount of  work put 
into the yearbook in pursuit of  
perfection takes dedication and 
late hours in room 517.
   “I think I spent more hours in 
the yearbook room than in my 
RZQ�KRXVH��>ZKLOH�ÀQLVKLQJ�RQH�
of  our deadlines,] we stayed until 
10 o’clock or 12 o’clock at night, 
and some of  the editors stayed 
until 5 in the morning the next 
GD\��VR�ZH�KDYH�GHÀQLWHO\�VSHQW�
a lot of  hours making this book 
as good as it could possibly be,” 
Rosenberg said.
   The Stampede Yearbook’s 
staff  remains determined that 
the tradition of  excellence 
will continue, creating lasting 
memories for future students. 

Photo by Sophie Sajecki

The Stampede staff  celebrates the 
ÀQLVK�RI �WKLV�\HDU·V�\HDUERRN�ZLWK�LFH�
cream and other treats during class on 
Monday, April 11th. 

Ms. Adrianna 
Petrie poses 
with staff 
members in the 
ESE department 
during Autism 
Awareness 
Week.

Photo by Alyssa Magilligan
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The battle to legalize marijuana 
Bella Smith 

Staff  Reporter 
   While some people seem to 
think that medical marijuana 
should not be legalized, a lot of  
people in America are starting 
WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�EHQHÀWV��
Medical marijuana has been 
proven to have a vast array of  
KHDOWK�EHQHÀWV��7KHVH�EHQHÀWV�
include, but are not limited to the 
ability to stop cancer cells from 
growing, slow the progression 
of  Alzheimer’s and control the 
frequency of  seizures in patients 
suffering with epilepsy.
   There have been case studies 
of  both children and adults that 
have found success while using 
marijuana for medicinal reason. 
People don’t realize that marijuana 
contains certain cannabinoids that 
do not have the ability to get the 
consumer high. However, they do 
have the ability to work miracles 
by working against lots of  
diseases and illnesses. Marijuana 
contains certain components 
WKDW�KDYH�PDMRU�KHDOWK�EHQHÀWV�
therefore, legalizing it for 
medicinal purposes could be 

positive.
   A six-year-old Colorado girl, 
Charlotte Figi, used to experience 
debilitating seizures, Figi’s parents 
tried every single medication that 
the doctors suggested in hopes of  
reducing the number of  seizures 
that their daughter experienced. 
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�+XIÀQJWRQ�3RVW��
“after the family tried just about 
every treatment available, they had 
no other option but to explore 
cannabis oil -- an unconventional 
treatment, to say the least -- but 
they told KDVR (the local news 
station) it worked immediately.” 
���+XIÀQJWRQ�3RVW�VWDWHG�WKDW�
Charlotte’s mom, Paige, posted 
that her daughter’s seizures “fell 
from 300 a week to around 3 
over an 8 month period.” The 
blog also stated that, “Charlotte 
is consistently eating and drinking 
RQ�KHU�RZQ�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�LQ�
years. She sleeps soundly through 
the night. Her severe autism-like 
behaviors of  self-injury, crying, 
violence, no eye contact, zero 
sleep and lack of  social contact 

are a thing of  the past.”Charlotte 
Figi is not the only child that has 
tried using marijuana as a form of  
medicine.
   Children across the world are 
using medical marijuana to reduce 
their seizures. Furthermore, 
epilepsy not only affects children 
but also adults. According to the 
CDC, Epilepsy affects 2.3 million 
adults in the United States.
   Charlotte Figi’s success using 
the form of  cannabis oil inspired 
others across America to use the 
same strain. The strain has now 
been called Charlotte’s Web, which 
is legal in Florida.
   In addition, marijuana has been 
VFLHQWLÀFDOO\�SURYHQ�WR�SRVLWLYHO\�
affect both cancer and tumors. 
Components in marijuana have 
been found to have the ability 
to stop cancerous cells from 
spreading throughout the body. 
Other components have also 
been found that have the ability 
WR�SRVVLEO\�ÀJKW�DJDLQVW�WXPRUV��
Not only could marijuana save the 
patient’s life, but it could also be 

used to ease the pain of  receiving 
chemotherapy. 
   When patients undergo 
chemotherapy, they experience 
loss of  appetite. Marijuana has 
the ability to stimulate their 
appetite, causing them to eat. In 
states without medical marijuana, 
people suffering with cancer 
cannot be given these forms of  
treatment because it is illegal. If  
laws were passed, marijuana could 
help these patients win the life or 
GHDWK�EDWWOH�WKDW�WKH\�ÀJKW�DJDLQVW�
cancer every single day. Medical 
marijuana has been proven to 
help ease the symptoms of  many 
mental disorders including anxiety, 
depression, bipolar, insomnia 
and even post- traumatic stress 
disorder.
���$FFRUGLQJ�WR�+XIÀQJWRQ�
Post, “A new group in Colorado, 
Operation Grow4Vets (OG4V), 
plans on providing cannabis 
to U.S. Military vets as an 
alternative to using narcotics to 
treat physical or mental illness 
sustained during military service.” 

OG4V intends to give away free 
marijuana, cannabis-infused oils 
and tinctures, as well as marijuana 
plant growing equipment, to 
TXDOLÀHG�YHWHUDQV��´%\�SURYLGLQJ�
veterans with free marijuana, 
related products, and other 
assistance we hope to help them 
reduce or eliminate the number 
and amount of  prescription 
medications they are taking,” 
Roger Martin, executive director 
RI �2*�9��WROG�+XIÀQJWRQ�3RVW��
“Thus, allowing them to lead 
productive lives.”
   Last year 58% of  Florida voted 
in favor of  legalizing a general 
medical marijuana bill. The 
vote needed to be 6%, so the 
bill did not pass. States around 
the country are taking medical 
marijuana into consideration 
and legalizing it. People need 
XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�PHGLFDO�EHQHÀWV�
that marijuana has to offer in 
order to make an informed 
decision on Election Day.

The new Shoppes at Trinity Lakes 
Emily Fowler

Staff  Reporter

   Coming soon! A brand-new 
65,000 square foot shopping 
center along State Road 54 nears 
completion. Known as “The 
Shoppes at Trinity Lakes,” this 
plaza includes a Publix, China 
Wok, Nail Dior Lounge, Orange 
Theory Fitness, Moes, Majik 
Touch Cleaners, Mathnasium, 
Heartland Dental, GNC, and 
a Hair Cuttery. With the new 
neighborhoods and apartment 
complexes built all around Trinity, 
WKLV�SOD]D�EHQHÀWV�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��
The new Publix serves as an 
advantage as it creates a short 
trip to the store to those who live 
nearby.
   “People who live closer to the 
Odessa area do not have to drive 

farther away to get food and 
groceries, which could help save 
some gas,” Talia Diaz (’18) said.
   The Shoppes at Trinity Lakes 
introduces a variety of  available 
part-time jobs students may want 
to apply to.
   “The reason I chose to apply for 
a job at the new Publix is because 
of  the newness of  it and the 
availability of  jobs. The location is 
part of  it as well,” Alec Burchick 
(’17) said.
   The popular range of  places 
being built in this shopping center 
grabs students’ attention.
   “I like getting my nails done so 
,�DP�VSHFLÀFDOO\�H[FLWHG�DERXW�WKH�
new nail salon. Also, the Moes and 
China Wok because their food is 

so good,” Diaz said.
   The new development may 
FDXVH�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WUDIÀF�WR�WKH�
area, especially along SR 54.
   “I think it will end up being 
both convenient and inconvenient 
but I believe it will be more 
convenient than not. The new 
plaza will have enough parking 
room and space that will help 
WR�DYRLG�WRR�PXFK�WUDIÀF�DQG�
disruptions for the next door 
neighborhoods,” Justin Rivas 
(’18) said.
   With popular stores being built, 
residents no longer need to drive 
out of  their way. The Shoppes at 
Trinity Lakes opens soon, and it 
EULQJV�EHQHÀWV�DQG�H[FLWHPHQW�WR�
the community of  Trinity.

Wesley Chapel skating to new heights
Alyssa Magilligan

Staff  Reporter

 Florida Hospital Center Ice is a 
new ice forum currently under 
construction for about $20 
million in Wesley Chapel. This 
new sports complex offers all 
types of  programs to those who 
want to play different sports on 
and off  the ice, including hockey, 
basketball, and volleyball. It will 
be the largest ice rink facility and 
complex in Florida, according to 
lightning.nhl.com.

  Plans for the new complex 
include one Olympic-sized ice 
rink, three NHL sized-ice rinks, 
one kid sized rink, rinks that 
convert to turf, and includes 
hockey leagues and skating 
programs for all ages. 
  People of  all ages may learn the 
DUW�RI �ÀJXUH�VNDWLQJ��WKH�JDPH�RI �
hockey, and other sports.
  In addition to multiple ice rinks, 
the complex plans on offering 

other programs such as camps, 
clinics and multisport training 
programs, as well as full summer 
camp programs, a full restaurant, a 
pro sports shop, and performance 
and off-ice training facilities. An 
on-site sports medicine specialist 
will also be available. Other 
training facilities include a gym 
and an off-ice training area. 
  Another program planned for 
the complex involves helping 

to “Build the Thunder”. The 
Tampa Bay Lightning plan to 
FROODERUDWH�RQ�D�ÀYH�\HDU�SODQ�
to help develop hockey players 
and to teach life skills lessons 
to youth in the Tampa Bay area. 
They will offer 10,000 hours of  
training opportunities to coaches 
and players. The Lightning shows 
interest in participating in the 
sport of  hockey in every level, 
according to Jay Feaster, the 

Executive Director of  Community 
Hockey Development.
��7R�ÀQG�RXW�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
about Florida Hospital Center 
Ice, go to their website www.
ÁRULGDKRVSLWDOFHQWHULFH�FRP�
and sign up for their monthly 
newsletters. These newsletters 
give updates on construction and 
programs to those who show 
interest in attending sporting 
events at the facility. 

Photo provided by tampabaynewswire.com

An aerial shot shows the future development of  the Shoppes at Trinity Lakes 
which will include stores like Publix, Hot Wok, and Orange Theory Fitness. 
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Most popular places to purchase prom dresses
Facca�k�?dalr�Yf\�?dYe�

Boutique

<j]kk]k�af�l`ak�klgj]�Yj]�fYe]�
ZjYf\�Yf\�\]ka_f]j�\j]kk]k&�L`ak�
:gmlaim]�`Yk�h]ghd]�`]dhaf_�qgm�
_]l�aflg�qgmj�\j]kk]k�Yf\�hjgna\]k�
_j]Yl�k]jna[]&�


L`]q�Yj]�kg�]Ykq�lg�Zmq�^jge�
Z][Ymk]�l`]q�`Y\�Y�dgl�g^�ghlagfk�
Yf\�oadd�`]dh�qgm�Úf\�l`]�h]j^][l�
\j]kk&�L`]�_ajdk�o]j]�kg�fa[]�l`]j]�
Yf\�A�oYdc]\�gml�oal`�Y�Z]Ymla^md�
jgqYd�Zdm]�\j]kk$��E]dg\q�EYjgf]�
 �)0!�kYa\&

@go�em[`�k`]�kh]fl2��,*-

Oaf\kgj


A�n]�_gf]�lg�l`Yl�klgj]�af�l`]�hYkl�
kg�A�o]fl�ZY[c�^gj�eq�hjge�\j]kk�
l`ak�q]Yj$��@YffY�;YnYddYjg� �)/!�
kYa\&

@go�em[`�k`]�kh]fl2��,((

EYjaY�k�:ja\Yd

Egkl�Oaf\kgj�klgj]k�`Yn]�d]kk�
]ph]fkan]�\j]kk]k�l`Yf�egkl�
Zgmlaim]k�Yf\�\j]kk�k`ghk&�L`]q�
k]dd�j]_mdYj�[dgl`]k$�`ge][geaf_�
Yf\�\]ka_f]j�hjge�\j]kk]k�^gj�d]kk�
l`Yf�egkl�dg[Ylagfk&�


A�o]fl�lg�Oaf\kgj�Z][Ymk]�A�oYk�Yl�
l`]�eYdd�Yl�l`]�lae]�Yf\�l`]�klgj]�
oYk�ja_`l�l`]j]�Yf\�al�oYk�[`]Yh]j�
l`Yf�egkl�gl`]j�hdY[]k$��EY\akgf�
@m]`gdl� �)/!�kYa\&

@go�em[`�k`]�kh]fl2��*((

EYjaY�k�:ja\Yd�`Yk�Zja\Yd�_gofk$�
Zja\]keYa\�\j]kk]k$�Yf\�hjge�
\j]kk]k&�Hjg^]kkagfYd�Zja\Yd�
[gfkmdlYflk�Yj]�Ykka_f]\�lg�]Y[`�
[mklge]j�Yf\�Yj]�[geeall]\�lg�
hjgna\af_�h]jkgfYd�k]jna[]�]n]jq�
kl]h�g^�l`]�oYq&�L`]�Ydl]jYlagfk�
\gf]�`]j]�ak�Yf�Ykh][l�l`Yl�k]lk�
l`]e�YhYjl�^jge�gl`]j�Zja\Yd�k`ghk�
Yf\�Zgmlaim]k&�
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@go�lg�_]l�l`]�h]j^][l�hjgehgkYd
   Prom season, a time when 

students anxiously wait everyday 

to see which brave soul decided 

to step up to the plate and ask a 

girl to prom. For some, ideas on 

how to ask may come easy, yet 

RWKHUV�VWUXJJOH�WR�ÀQG�D�XQLTXH�
way of  asking. The execution 

of  the promposal varies as well, 

some may spend days planning 

and putting their idea together 

while others put it together the 

night before or day of. However, 

planning last minute is not 

necessarily a bad thing.

   “[The night before] I was 

thinking about it and I didn’t have 

anything really planned like an 

hour and a half  before I met up 

with some friends and thought 

it up. I went to Publix, bought 

VRPH�SRVWHUV��VRPH�ÁRZHUV��DQG�
a bunch of  markers, and I went 

to my friend’s house and we all 

worked on it so it didn’t take 

too long because I had four girls 

helping me,” Luke Salm (‘17) said.

   A major key in asking a girl 

to prom is to be different and 

personable. Find something that 

hasn’t been done before and 

ÀJXUH�RXW�ZKDW�KHU�LQWHUHVWV�DQG�
hobbies include and incorporate 

WKHP��,I �RQH�DVNV�WKHLU�VLJQLÀFDQW�
girlfriend, think about including 

VLJQLÀFDQW�PLOHVWRQHV�RU�IXQ�
reminders of  the relationship. For 

example, Salm used the places 

where his girlfriend, Jennifer Lima 

�(/+6���DQG�KH�ÀUVW�PHW��ÀUVW�
NLVVHG��DQG�WKHQ�PHW�KHU�DW�D�ÀQDO�
ORFDWLRQ�IRU�WKHLU�´QH[W�ÀUVW�µ�
asking her to prom.

   “Be creative. Don’t do the 

same thing you see other guys on 

Twitter doing. If  you have a friend 

who’s crafty, ask them for help. 

And if  it’s someone [you] like in 

secret, ask in front of  a bunch 

of  people. Nobody can say no in 

front of  a group,” Cale Boggess 

(‘16) said.

   Boggess had no issue in the 

creativity department, asking 

Kelly Meehan (‘17) with a trip to 

the beach, candy jars with beach 

related sayings on top, and a bottle 

ZLWK�SDSHU�KROGLQJ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�
inside. 

   “The main thought behind it 

was doing something that a bunch 

of  other guys haven’t already 

done, no tacky posters or anything 

like that. Going with a theme 

VHHPHG�VPDUW�WRR��VR�,�ÀJXUHG�
going to the beach went hand in 

hand with a message in a bottle. 

I wanted her to be speechless 

and just feel surprised and feel 

special,” Boggess said. 

      When asking a girl to prom, 

the most important things 

to remember are to be cool, 

FRQÀGHQW��DQG�FUHDWLYH�WR�VHFXUH�
a ‘yes.’

Lexi Clark

Staff  Reporter

9j]�qgm�j]Y\q�^gj�hjge hgkYdk!7

9fl`gfq�`]d\�Y�ka_f�l`Yl�kYa\$�
Al�k�eq�_gYd�lg�_g�lg�hjge�o'�qgm���
9f\�`Y\�Y�keYdd�kg[[]j�f]l�k]l�mh�oal`�Y�ka_f�kYqaf_�
k[gj]�^gj�q]k$�
eakk�^gj�fg&��:]`af\�l`]�f]l�`]�k]l�mh�da_`lk�l`Yl�kh]dd]\�gml�
Hjge7�

Anthony Connor (’16) asking Angelica Stege (’16) to prom in a cute and creative  way.

Open Sunday - Thursday 8AM - 9PM

Friday - Saturday 8AM - 10PM

Breakfast - Lunch - Catering

5749 Main St, New Port Richey, FL, 34652

(727) - 835 - 7663

Gmlka\]�g^�l`]aj�;`]eakljq�[dYkk�KdY\]�Ykc]\�
9k`d]q�KlY^^gj\�Zq�`gd\af_�Y�ka_f�l`Yl�kYa\$�

@]q�A�`]Yj\�o]�`Y\�[`]eakljq&�Oadd�qgm�_g�
lg�hjge�oal`�e]7��@]�mk]\�ha[lmj]k�g^�l`]e�
lg_]l`]j�lg�kh]dd�gml�hjge�gf�l`]�hgkl]j&

Ashley Campbell (‘17) and Slade Stafford (‘!7) showing their 

chemistry. outside the classroom.

RY[`�`Y\�`ak�^ja]f\k�`gd\�mh�hgkl]jk�
l`Yl�kYa\$�
Oadd�qgm�Zgdl�lg�hjge�oal`�
e]7�9f\�l`]f�[Yl[`�Y�LYehY�:Yq�
Da_`lfaf_�_Ye]�oal`�e]�dYl]j7�Q]k'
Fg$��oal`�l`]�la[c]lk�klm[c�lg�l`]�ka_f&

Zach Harrison (‘17) asks Katie Fitzpatrick (‘18) to prom 

and a Lightning game.

<]ngflYq�Ykc]\�EY[c]fra]�\mjaf_�l`]�
Dah�Kqf[�:Ylld]�Yl�k[`ggd�Yf\�`Y\�l`]�
Kl]h�L]Ye�Ykc�`]j�Yk�`]�oYdc]\�gml�
oal`�Y�hgkl]j�ZgYj\�l`Yl�kYa\$�
Oadd�qgm�
KL=H�lg�hjge�oal`�e]7�

Devontay Taylor (‘16) asks Mackenzie Scheu (‘16) to 

prom in front of  an audience.
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Dorm Must-Haves for college students

Taking the restaurant home with you

When it comes to college, one of  the places you will spend the most time is your dorm. For this 

reason, what you put inside of  it and how you decorate it is important. These are some items that 

can make your dorm look and feel better.

1. Bedding

   It is important to get 

bedding that you feel good 

about. Dorms tend to be 

small, making the bed the 

centerpiece of  the room. 

Your bedding is what brings 

everything together.

2. Door/Wall Organizer

   Since dorm rooms do 

not have a lot of  space, 

getting creative and hanging 

organizers on the walls 

helps provide you with extra 

room. Organizers also keep 

things in the same place. 

Knowing where everything 

is will cause you to feel less 

stressed.

3. Mini-Fridge

   If  you are staying in on-

campus housing, it is likely 

that you will not have a full-

sized kitchen in your dorm. 

A mini-fridge is necessity for 

those situations.

4. Desk Organizer

   This is extremely 

important, considering 

studying should consume a 

large portion of  your time. 

Remaining organized is 

crucial and will cause you to 

be less stressed and make it 

easier for you to study right 

inside of  your dorm.

5. Pictures or Wall Art

   These can be anything that 

you want them to be. The 

stuff  you hang on your wills 

is a great way to show off  

your personality. It can also 

make your dorm feel more 

like home.

Homemade BJ’s Peanut Butter 

Smores Pizookie
STEPS:

Ingredients: 
�� 3HDQXW�%XWWHU�&RRNLH�

'RXJK
�� <RXU�IDYRULWH�W\SH�RI�

FKRFRODWH
�� )OXII
�� /DUJH�EDJ�RI�PDUVKPDOORZV
�� 3HDQXW�EXWWHU
�� &KRFRODWH�RU�9DQLOOD�,FH�

FUHDP
�� ��OD\HU�FDNH�SDQ��IRU�ODUJH�

VL]H��RU�VNLOOHW�SDQ��IRU�VPDOO�
VL]H�

���6SUD\�\RXU�FDNH�RU�VNLOOHW�SDQ�ZLWK�QRQVWLFN�VSUD\�RU�XVH�ROLYH�RLO��
���3UHKHDW�\RXU�RYHQ�WR�����GHJUHHV�
���/D\�GRZQ�D�OD\HU�RI�FKRFRODWH��,I�\RX�DUH�XVLQJ�EDU�FKRFRODWH��WKH�FKRFRODWH�GRHV�QRW�QHHG�WR�
FRYHU�WKH�ZKROH�ERWWRP�EHFDXVH�LW�ZLOO�PHOW�DQG�ҖRZ�RYHU�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�WKH�SDQ�
���3ODFH�D�OD\HU�RI�SHDQXW�EXWWHU�FRRNLH�GRXJK�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�FKRFRODWH��<RX�FDQ�DGG�D�YHU\�VPDOO�
OD\HU�RI�SHDQXW�EXWWHU�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�GRXJK�DQG�WKH�SODFH�PRUH�FRRNLH�GRXJK�RYHU�WKH�SHDQXW�EXWWHU�
LI�\RX�OLNH�JRRH\�FRRNLHV�
���1H[W��WRS�WKH�OD\HU�RI�FRRNLH�GRXJK�ZLWK�ҖXII��0DNH�VXUH�WKDW�\RX�FDQQRW�VHH�DQ\�RI�WKH�FRRNLH�
GRXJK�EHQHDWK�LW�
���2QFH�WKH�RYHQ�LV�UHDG\��SODFH�WKH�SDQ�LQ�DQG�VHW�D�WLPHU�IRU���PLQXWHV�
���$IWHU���PLQXWHV��FDUHIXOO\�WDNH�RXW�WKH�SDQ�DQG�SODFH�LW�RQ�D�FOHDUHG�VWRYH�WRS�VXUIDFH��'2�127�
/(7�7+(�&217(176�&22/�
���3ODFH�PDUVKPDOORZV�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�ҖXII�DQG�DUUDQJHG�DURXQG�WKH�SDQ��/HDYH�DQ�RSHQ�DUHD�LQ�WKH�
PLGGOH��XQFRYHUHG�E\�PDUVKPDOORZV�
���3XW�WKH�SDQ�EDFN�LQ�WKH�RYHQ�IRU�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO���PLQXWHV��
����2QFH�WKH�WLPHU�JRHV�RII��WDNH�WKH�SDQ�RXW�DQG�OHW�LW�VLW�IRU�����PLQXWHV��'2�127�/(7�,7�6,7�
722�/21*�
����2QFH�WKH�FRROLQJ�LV�GRQH��WDNH���ODUJH�VFRRSV�RI�\RXU�ҖDYRU�LFH�FUHDP�DQG�SODFH�WKHP�RQ�WRS�
RI�HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKH�SDQ�ZKHUH�\RX�OHIW�XQFRYHUHG�E\�PDUVKPDOORZV��<RX�FDQ�WRS�WKH�
LFH�FUHDP�ZLWK�PHOWHG�SHDQXW�EXWWHU�RU�PHOWHG�FKRFRODWH�LI�GHVLUHG�
����6HUYH�RQ�D�SODWH�DQG�SODFH�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKH�WDEOH�IRU�HYHU\RQH�WR�HQMR\

Bailey Sassatelli

Opinions Editor

If  you have ever been to BJ’s Brewhouse, you will know what a pizookie is right a way. This recipe come from the mouth of  one of  the head chef ’s at the wonderful restaurant. This 

UHFLSH�LV�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�RWKHUV��+RZ�PXFK�RI �HDFK�LQJUHGLHQW�LV�GHSHQGHQW�XSRQ�\RX��<RX�FDQ�SXW�PRUH�RI �RQH�WKLQJ�LQ�WKH�GHVVHUW�LI �\RX�ZDQW�WKDW�ÁDYRU�WR�VWDQG�RXW�PRUH��)RU�D�UHDO�
´VPRUHVµ�ÁDYRU��\RX�VKRXOG�HYHQ�RXW�HDFK�LQJUHGLHQW�DQG�QRW�PDNH�RQH�ÁDYRU�PRUH�SURPLQHQW�WKDQ�DQRWKHU��

Bella Smith

Staff  Reporter
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Out with the old, in with the new

Throwing back to a fuller house 

Europe will be tripping without you

   As teens grow old, and begin 
to conquer the real world, 
sometimes they may forget where 
their childhood experience went.  
Some may remember the good 
days of Silly Bands, or the dreamy 
basketball player, Troy Bolton.  
   Remember when “You got 
it dude,” was the catch phrase 
everyone was saying?  Old 
childhood shows such as “The 
Suite Life of Zach and Cody”, 
“Lizzie McGuire”, and “That’s 
so Raven” formed some young 
adults into the people they are 
today.  
   “My favorite childhood tv 
shows were ‘Drake & Josh’ and 

‘Full House’. These light-hearted 
shows impacted my life by 
showing me the importance 
of family through life lessons,” 
Briana Acevedo (‘16) said.  
   For Katelyn Henderson (‘16), 
“Full House” taught her the value 
of friendship and family.  
   “’Full House’ showed in every 
episode that there was many 
problems In their lives and not 
everything works out how you 
want, but in the long run your 
close friends and your family will 
always be there.  Unfortunately, I 
don’t still watch it due to school 
and work,”  Henderson said.   
     Back in 2006, Troy Bolton 

became every eleven-year-old 
girls’ heartthrob with his flippy 
hair, basketball skills, and voice.  
   “High School Musical [was 
my] favorite childhood movie 
for sure and I am still obsessed 
with it today, not only because 
Zac Efron was the love of my 
life, but because it was a musical 
and relatable and just amazing,” 
Payton Murchie (‘16) said.   
   Not only did Murchie love High 
School Musical, but throughout 
elementary school some of her  
fashion choices were modeled 
after some of the characters from 
the movie. 
   “The worst thing I ever wore 

growing up was the ‘dress and 
jeans’ look. I have so many 
pictures of me wearing a dress 
over jeans. I thought it was so 
cute because Ashley Tisdale 
would wear it. Worst decision 
eve,” Murchie said.
   While High School Musical 
made a splash in Murchie’s life, 
Tyler Zimmerman loved the 
story line of  Star Wars.  
   “My favorite childhood movies 
were the Star Wars trilogies, 
especially the older films. 
They sought to expand one’s 
thoughts and become exposed 
to more ways of life. They were 
also action-packed and told a 

long but adventurous story of a 
battle between good and evil,” 
Zimmerman said.  
   As teens grow up and enter the 
adult world, they still remember 
those childhood movies and 
shows that shaped them to 
be who they are today.  These 
student learned from fashion 
trends that they regret, and life 
lessons from their favorite uncle 
Jessie on “Full House”.

   Teachers around campus have 
all started organizing trips across 
the ocean in locations such as 
London, China, Paris, Rome, 
Whales, and Switzerland. These 
trips are presented to the school 
and advertised to the students 
to go on and have foreign 
experiences.
   Mrs. Illig is a teacher that is 
hosting a trip to Europe. Her 

trip is a 15 day trip to London, 
Paris, Switzerland, and Rome. 
This trip will be taking place this 
upcoming summer in July from 
the 7-25.
   “I’m most excited to just see 
new places and of course, go 
sopping. Also for Paris, because 
I have an old friends that was an 
exchange student I was going to 
meet up with,” Mia Seibert (’18) 

said.
   These trips are designed to 
help widen students cultural 
experiences and education. All 
these trips are set up through EF 
Tours and are education based 
trips. Once a student signs up 
and the trip draws near, they will 
get their itinerary for the extent 
of their trip. Each day in the 
country that the trip is in there 

are multiple tours set up for the 
students to experience.
   “I’m looking forward to 
seeing the variety of cultures 
that Europe has to offer in 
comparison to America, I’ve been 
doing research on the countries 
that were going to visit,” 
Christian Pauls (‘17) said.
   Other trips taking place are 
hosted by Mrs. Fulton, to Ireland, 

Whales, Scotland, and England 
this upcoming June from the 
16th- 30th. Mrs. Oreggo is going 
to Italy and Greece, in June of 
2017. Ms. Konrad is going on 
a trip to Japan, on June 12-22, 
2017. If anyone is interested in 
signing up for any of these trips 
just go to one of these teachers 
rooms for more details and sign 
up information.

   Change, a fundamental part 
of society, occurs every day. 
Everything changes; people, 
animals and materialistic objects. 
Sometimes these changes are for 
improvement. This year, the SAT 
was completely redesigned. It 
now features a new scoring scale, 
a shorter test time and a few 
other key features.
   In January of 2016, the old SAT 
was administered for the final 
time. March 2016 marks the 
beginning of a new standardized 
test for juniors, sophomores and 
freshmen. The new scoring scale 

for this SAT differs from the last 
one greatly. While the previous 
test had a scale of 600 to 2400, 
this new one’s scale only ranges 
from 400 to 1600. Additionally, 
while the old test took around 
three hours and 45-minutes, the 
new one clocks in at three hours 
with an additional 50-minute 
optional essay.
   Fortunately for future test 
takers, the new SAT does not 
carry a penalty for guessing, 
where as the prior one carried 
a one-fourth penalty. To really 
usher the newest version of the 

SAT into the 21st century, it will 
now be offered in the traditional 
print as well as online. Even the 
various sections of the SAT faced 
revision.
     The SAT consisted of three 
subsections with an essay 
included into the writing score. 
However, the new SAT offers 
two sections and the optional 
essay is scored separately. Where 
as the old test was separated 
into Critical Reading (200-800), 
Writing (200-800), and Math 
(200-800), the new one separates 
into Evidence-Based Reading 

and Writing (200-800), Math 
(200-800), and the optional essay 
which will be scored under it’s 
own category.
    The sections also faced a slim 
down. The Evidence-Based 
Reading and Writing portion 
broke down into a 65-minute 
Reading section and a 35-minute 
Writing and Language section. 
The Reading portion featured 
52 questions while the Writing 
and Language consisted of 44. 
The Math section includes a 
25-minute No Calculator section 
and a 55-minute section where 

calculators are permitted. The 
No Calculator portion has 20 
questions while the portion 
allowing calculators has 38.
   So while the SAT was revised 
to better suit the new testing 
requirements, it is still important 
to remember to prepare for the 
test. 
   Free SAT prep resources can 
be found online at khanacademy.
org, ineedapencil.ck12.org, and 
other sites.

Raleigh Illig

Staff  Reporter

Amanda Garcia

Staff  Reporter

Jaelyn Moser

Lifestyles Editor



emories...
Seniors may be leaving but their high school memories remain

“My favorite high school memory is going 
to states for volleyball because the team has 
never done that before so that was really 
^mf$��CYqdY�Oa\]jY� �).!�kYa\&


A�\gf�l�`Yn]�gf]�e]egjq�af�hYjla[mdYj$�Al�k�bmkl�
looking back and seeing the evolution of yourself from 
freshman to senior year and watching the changes that 
`Yn]�`Yhh]f]\$��BY[ca]�>j]alYk� �).!�kYa\&

“My favorite senior memories consist of 
attending tailgates, screaming at football 
_Ye]k$�Yf\�klgjeaf_�Ú]d\k�oal`�l`]�KlYf_�
?Yf_$��;`jak�DYf_� �).!�kYa\&[
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Oaffaf_�Y�\aklja[l�[`Yehagfk`ah$��
<]ngflYq�LYqdgj� �).!�kYa\&


OYl]j�oYjk�oYk�\]Úfal]dq�gf]�g^�eq�Z]kl�e]egja]k�\mjaf_�`a_`�
k[`ggd&�L`]�Z]kl�hYjl�oYk�l`]�afl]fk]�j]k[m]�eakkagfk�eq�l]Ye�
hml�lg_]l`]j�lg�kYn]�e]�^jge�l`]�gl`]j�l]Yek�ljqaf_�lg�YllY[c�e]�
o`]f]n]j�A�ogmd\�d]Yn]�ogjc$��Jgkk�;ggh]j� �).!�kYa\&


Eq�^Yngjal]�e]egjq�ak�hjgZYZdq�^jge�l`]�kg[[]j�_Ye]k�
eq�kgh`gegj]�q]Yj&�A�oadd�f]n]j�^gj_]l�l`]�oYq�9eYf\Y�
Hayes faked out the goalie and scored a goal, it was the 
[ggd]kl�l`af_�]n]j$��KYnYffY`�:mjc]� �).!�kYa\&

“One of my best memories was 
when the whole school came 
together during homecoming 
o]]c$��9p]d�Emµgr� �).!�kYa\&
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Are they the best of all time?
Lexi Clark

Staff  Reporter

   Close to erasing the legendary 
1995 Chicago Bulls 72-10 record, 
the Golden State Warriors look to 
make history by winning the most 
games in a season. The Warriors 
ended last year defeating the 
Cleveland Cavaliers in game six of  
the NBA Finals, and swung that 
momentum into this season. 
   The Warriors won their 72nd 
game against the San Antonio 
Spurs to not only tie the 1995 
Bulls, but snap the undefeated 
home record of  the Spurs. 
   Stephen Curry helped lead the 
team to an all time best 24-0 start 
to this season. The Milwaukee 
Bucks snapped the streak, but the 
Warriors stayed strong and kept 
playing incredible basketball. With 
only nine losses this season, the 
Warriors are the best three point 
shooting team in NBA history. 
7KH�WHDP�LV�WKH�ÀUVW�WR�PDNH�RYHU�
1,000 three pointers in one season 
with more games to play. Curry 
already made 392 threes and looks 
to obliterate his own record of  
286 threes in a season by trying to 
hit 400. 
   The fame of  the Warriors’ 
record setting season comes with 
questions along the way. On the 

path to history, the team has often 
been compared to the 1995 Bulls’ 
historic team. Players like Scottie 
Pippen, Dennis Rodman, Toni 
Kucok, and Michael Jordan played 
under one of  the greatest coaches 
of  all time, Phil Jackson, ran 
through the league during their 
quest to 72 wins. 
   One connection between both 
the Warriors and Bulls teams is 
Steve Kerr. Kerr played for the 
1995 Bulls and now is the head 
coach of  the Warriors. 
   “It is literally impossible to even 
compare, because the rules are 
so different and the eras are so 
different,” Kerr said in an ESPN 
interview.
   Another person agrees with 
Kerr when it comes to the debate 
of  which team is better.
   “That question can truly be 
argued only if  they [Warriors] win 
the championship this season, and 
even then its an argument,” Trent 
Nardin (‘17) said.
   Another former player from the 
1995 Bulls, Scottie Pippen had a 
bold prediction for the NBA and 
it’s fans.
   “Bulls in four [games]. I think 
that my size and length would 

bother [Curry] a little bit,” Pippen 
said at a event in Houston.
   Kerr added a statement recently 
that shocked reporters and fans 
after their 71st win.
   “I probably shouldn’t say this, 
but I don’t care about the record, 
but the players do,” Kerr said 
after a win against the Memphis 
Grizzlies.
   However, one person thinks 
there is a method to his madness.
   “He’s probably trying to keep 
his players focused on winning 

the championship and not about 
the record,” Nardin said.
   The Bulls played in an era that 
was physical, where you could 
hand check on defense, while 
today’s game is more spread out 
and increasingly perimeter based. 
Both teams effectively took 
advantage of  the circumstances 
with either physicality or 
incredible perimeter shooting. 
   The Warriors feature more 
than one star. They have Klay 
Thompson, Draymond Green, 

Harrison Barnes, and Andre 
Iguodala supporting Curry in 
their historic season. Although the 
Warriors shoot the ball very well, 
players like Green and Iguodala 
provide a defensive versatility that 
gives teams a tough time keeping 
up with the historic Warriors 
offense. 
   Who knows who would win a 
best of  seven series between the 
two, but one thing is for sure, 
both teams dominated in their 
respective seasons.
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2016 NFL Mock Draft
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The complicated life of an athlete
Shyanne Dove

Lifestyles Editor

Running down the tunnel of success
Sophie Sajecki

Staff  Reporter

Moving forward to next year

���$V�WKH�ÀUVW�ER\V·�ODFURVVH�
season approaches its end, players 
reached new goals and realized 
their love for the sport. Last year 
the girls introduced the sport, and 
the boys looked to continue that 
PRPHQWXP�LQWR�WKHLU�ÀUVW�VHDVRQ��
7KH�WHDP�UHÁHFWHG�RQ�KRZ�WKLV�
sport compares to others.
   “I enjoy playing lacrosse 
because it’s new to me and I 
enjoy trying new sports. Lacrosse 
is such a unique sport because 
it has the best of  all sports all 
in one. It has the physicality of  
football, but the speed of  games 
like hockey. I would best compare 
lacrosse to hockey because they’re 
both extremely physical but yet 
very fast paced games,” Zac 
Armstrong (‘16) said. 

Sam Burchick
Staff  Reporter

   With Native American roots, 
the earliest history of  the sport 
dates back to the 1630’s, being 
played in the eastern half  of  
North America, according to 
US Lacrosse. Some tribes even 
played a double stick version of  
the game.  
   “Lacrosse can be compared to 
basketball and soccer. Basketball 
in the way the offense is set up 
in a ring, and you pass around 
waiting for an opportunity for a 
shot. Soccer can be similar in the 
way the players are spread around 
WKH�ÀHOG��EHLQJ�WKUHH�DWWDFN��WKUHH�
middle, three defense, with the 
middle players being able to go 
FURVVÀHOG�µ�5\DQ�3HQODQG��¶����
said.
   The uniqueness of  the 

   As one school year ends, the 
fall sports and clubs start to get a 
jump on informing students about 
their teams for the next year. 
By informing as many students 
possible about tryouts, the team 
can improve their preparation for 
the upcoming season.
   The cheerleading team last year 
excelled at their competitions 
and made it all they way to states, 
placing fourth. For anyone 
interested, in trying out for next 
years cheer team, there will be a 

meeting on April 19th. The coach 
will hand out tryout packets and 
talk about what it takes to make 
WKH�WHDP��7KH�RIÀFLDO�WU\RXWV�
take place on June 11th in the 
gym. For more information, 
contact the Varsity Coach Smith at 
pastorjeremiahsmith@gmail.com.
   The swim and dive team 
celebrated having a freshman go 
to States this season, and they 
look to improve upon that this 
coming season. For people who 
are interested and missed the 

informational meeting, the team 
will be having tryouts during 
WKH�ÀUVW�WZR�ZHHNV�RI �VFKRRO�LQ�
the fall. For more information, 
look on the team’s Twitter and 
Instagram @MHSSwim_Dive.
   For any girls interested in 
joining the golf  team, there will be 
a meeting during the third week 
of  May. Practices for golf  start on 
WKH�ÀUVW�GD\�RI �VFKRRO�QH[W�\HDU�
   For any boys interested in 
football, there are no tryouts. 
They start spring football on April 

sport attracts new players and 
spectators. The special aspects 
also help the players perform well 
during games. 
   “The most unique part of  
lacrosse would be the sticks we 
use. Everyone has a different 
stick, and no two sticks are strung 
the same way, given the different 
ways you can form pockets for 
the ball to rest. There’s hundreds 
of  different heads and shafts to 
combine too, so it’s always fun 
seeing when everyone changes 
XS�ZKDW�WKH\�XVH�RQ�WKH�ÀHOG�µ�
Penland said. 
   Players on the team make a 
name for themselves, working 
together and accomplishing 
greatness during the season.
   “As an individual on our 

lacrosse team, being in the top 
two highest scorers of  the whole 
league as a freshman is a great 
accomplishment. I have made 41 
goals during this season,” Nick 
Ferrini (‘19) said.
   The lacrosse season for Mustang 
boys has concluded, however, 

multiple summer lacrosse 
programs are offered around the 
Tampa Bay area for any players 
interested in joining the team in 
upcoming seasons. Experience is 
a key in being successful through 
lacrosse.
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25th, and go until May 19th. They 
ZLOO�KDYH�WKHLU�ÀUVW�VSULQJ�JDPH�RQ�
May 19th. 
   Cross-country will hold an 
informational meting on Thursday 
May 19th, after school in front of  
the cafeteria. This sport welcomes 
all and does not cut kids who want 
to run. 
   The volleyball team trounced 
their way to a great season and is 
looking for new athletes to add. 
7KH\�DUH�VWLOO�ÀQDOL]LQJ�GDWHV��EXW�
tryouts take place August 1st and 

Photos by Sophie Sajecki

Colton Page (‘16) and Ryan Penland (‘16) run through the pregame tunnel before their 
lacrosse game.

camp the week before. 
   Sports are a great way to get 
involved in school. Joining a sport 
in the beginning of  the year helps 
the athlete get accustomed to a 
hectic schedule early and helps 
them make friends. 



Amanda Garcia
             Staff Reporter

Cheap & close road trips 

Booming 
business
BurgerFi and Bahama Bucks 
have become some of students’ 
go-to restaurants for food.  With 
BurgerFi’s recent opening, 
and Bahama Bucks’ shaved ice 
becoming everyone’s favorite sweet 
treat, these two have become the 
hang out spot for teens.
    “I really like both of their vibes 
and I think they’re a lot more fun 
to go to than the normal places. I 
also think they both have a better 
taste than other places,” Natalie 
Phanco (‘17) said.  
   One thing that makes BurgerFi’s 
burgers so juicy is their beef is 
hormone and antibiotic free, 
causing their prices to be a little 
more on the expensive side than 
most burger joints.   
  “BurgerFi should improve by 
lowering the prices, they’re a 
bit expensive for a burger, and 
redoing the outside of Bahama 
Bucks to make it look as cute as 
the inside,” Phanco said. 
   Jessie Mooney (‘18) doesn’t 
believe BurgerFi’s burgers need 
any improvements.

   “BurgerFi is different because 
they brand their burgers, made 
an original BurgerFi sauce, and 
have french fries that aren’t the 
typical drive through fries. I like 
how you can make build your 
own burger and when you walk in 
their atmosphere is welcoming,” 
Mooney said.  
   Mooney is a big fan of Bahama 
Bucks as well, and thinks it would 
be beneficial to expand the size of 
the place to improve business.
  “Bahama Bucks is different 
because it’s shaved ice instead 
of regular ice cream, they have 
huge portions, and have a ton of 
different flavors. I like how you 
can taste test the flavors before you 
order, and get a tiny umbrella in 
your cup,” Mooney said.   
   Bahama Bucks has over twenty 
flavors of shaved ice to choose 
from, and BurgerFi has a “create 
your own burger” menu.

Locations near Trinity:  
BurgerFi - Mitchell Ranch Plaza
Bahama Bucks - Odessa on Gunn
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What: Home to some 
of the greatest hiking 
in the state. It’s the 
second largest nationally 
protected forest in 
FL. Offers 100 miles 
of backpacking, and 
numerous hiking trails.
Where: Ocala, FL

Devil's Den
Rainbow 
river

Three 
Sisters 
Springs

Tree Umph!

Ocala 
National 
Forest

What: Scuba 
diving and 
snorkeling in a 
natural spring in a 
cave, 50 ft. deep, 
72 degrees. 
Where: Williston,  
FL 
Info: Admission 
Mon - Fri: $15
Weekends: $20

What: Tubing, 
kayaking, canoeing, 
swimming, and 
camping, crystal clear 
water 72 degrees year 
round
Where: Dunnellon, FL
How
Info: Park entry fee $5, 
tubing fee $11

What: A secluded 
spring area where 
boats are not 
allowed, and only 
canoes, kayaks and 
swimmers can access. 
Home to hundreds 
of manatees. A true 
sight to see.
Where: Crystal River, 
FL 

What: A series of 
elevated ziplines, 
ropes courses, and 
suspension bridges.
Where: Bradenton, 
FL
Info: $54.95 for ages 
12+ for 3 - 4 hours



9fql`af_�?g]k�gf�l`]�`a_`�;�k
Ally Palmer
            Guest Reporter

  The Drama Department 
prepares to climb aboard the stage 
for their production of “Anything 
Goes!”
   Forbidden love, crazy antics, 
and over-the-top dance numbers 
are all included in the musical 
on the high seas, all of which 
combine to create a serious 
undertaking for the cast. They 
spent 80 to 125 hours throughout 
the eight weeks of practice on 
the production, perfecting every 
detail to the best of the cast’s 
ability.
    “The work ethic that everyone 
has in the musical is very 
inspiring because everyone 
wants to make everyone else and 
themselves better. The rehearsals 
are my favorite part because 
everyone is working their hardest 
to succeed and it made the cast 
closer as a sort-of family,” Huy 
Nguyen (‘17) said. 
   The cast practiced during 
rehearsals almost every day and 
even came into school during 

spring break to work on their 
production. The show required 
this amount of practice because 
it included many different dance 
numbers.   “The dancing in the 
jazz and tap numbers are killer 
and they are Broadway worthy. 
Those numbers are one of my 
favorite parts of  the show,” Peyton 
Midthun (‘16) said.
    The performers that repeatedly 
chose to submit to the long hours 
and seemingly endless number of 
lines to learn, do it because they 
are passionate about what they do, 
and believe that these productions 
play an important role in student’s 
lives.
    “I am a strong supporter of 
the arts in schools. There is a lot 
of good can come from being 
involved in different arts programs 
in high school. Theater and 
performing helps people form 
leadership skills, problem solving 
skills, and form good relationships 
with the people they work with,” 
Midthun said.

    Over the time that the cast and 
crew spent together, the members 
of the production bonded to 
create a relationship that made 
acting friendly and happy on stage 
easier. 
   “Performers come together when 
doing productions because they 
have similar interests. 
   A musical is really fun to work 
on with a lot of people. You work 
hard for months and in the end 
you do your performance and 
everyone is really happy of what 
they did together. Everyone is 
bonding together as a family 
during all of the hard work,” Xuan 
Tran (‘16) said.
    A love for hard work and 
high payoff bonded the cast of 
“Anything Goes!” The musical 
runs from April 28th-May 1st. 
Come out and support the 
drama department and the cast 
of characters that made the show 
happen.

Summertime concerts
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May 28 and 29
Sunset Music Festival
Various artists
Raymond James Stadium
Tampa, Fl

Saturday, July 16
Dierks Bently 
Ea\Ûgja\Y�;j]\al�Mfagf
Amphitheatre
Tampa, Fl

Wednesday, July 6
Halsey
CFE Arena
Orlando, Fl

Friday, July 1
Twenty One Pilots
Amway Center
Orlando, Fl

Thursday, June 30
Justin Bieber
Amway Center
Orlando, Fl

Saturday, June 25
Demi Lovato and 
Nick Jonas
Amway Center
Orlando, Fl

Friday, June 17
C]al`�MjZYf
Ea\Ûgja\Y�;j]\al�Mfagf�
Amphitheatre
 Tampa, Fl

Wednesday, June 15
Weezer and 
Panic! At The Disco
Ea\Ûgja\Y�;j]\al�Mfagf�
Amphitheatre
Tampa, Fl

Friday, June 10
Selena Gomez
Amway Center
Orlando, Fl

Wednesday, June 8
X Ambassadors
House of Blues
Lake Buena Vista, Fl
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Summer movies coming to a theater near you

Me Before You 
June 3rd 

Star Trek Beyond 
July 22nd

Now You See Me 2 
June 10th

Finding Dory 
June 17th

Central Intelligence 
June 17th

The Legend of Tarzan 
July 1st



Animal treatment- Editorial

Mustang Diaries

Alexis Majorana
Guest Author

Kelsey Williams
News Editor

Bailey Sassatelli
Opinions Editor

This Mustang is having a rough couple of  days! Check 
out our Twitter page for the video of  the exclusive 
complete audio diary of  this very sad Mustang.

Breaking the piggy bank for prom
Jaelyn Moser

Lifestyles Editor

   One of  the most highly awaited 
times of  the year, prom season, 
brings about a certain frenzy to 
obtain perfection. Purchase the 
perfect dress, impress with the 
best hairstyle, and amaze others 
with gorgeous makeup. However, 
prom season comes with a hefty 
price, the one on the tag for the 
dress and the one that builds up 
for additional accessories.
   This begs the question, how 
much is too much to spend on 
prom? The “perfect” dress does 
not need to cost a thousand 
dollars. In fact, places like Ross 
and Goodwill may hide beautiful 
gems among all of  their overstock 
or gently used clothing. Expensive 
salon hairstyles can easily be 
accomplished at home after some 
practice, and makeup can be 
perfectly applied by oneself  or 
friends. The approximate suitable 
cost for prom varies by person 

and how much they are willing to 
spend. 
   “I think a good price for a prom 
dress is $200 at the most, but it all 
depends how much you’re willing 
to pay. For some, spending $2,000 
isn’t that hard. But for people like 
me, I reused my aunt’s wedding 
GUHVV�ODVW�\HDU�DQG�PRGLÀHG�LW�
WR�ÀW�P\�ERG\��ZKLFK�FRVW�����
dollars. And this year I got my 
dress on sale for $70. I don’t think 
the cost of  the dress matters as 
long as you feel beautiful in it that 
QLJKW�µ�+DQQDK�%UXQHU��·����VDLG�
   However, a dress is not the only 
cost for prom. Some choose to 
go and get their hair and make- 
up done at outside sources and 
additional costs also factor in. 
   “I would rather get my hair 
done just because I’m not very 
JRRG�DW�WKDW��GRLQJ�KDLU���EXW�,·OO�
probably do it myself  or ask a 
friend to save myself  some money. 

I won’t spend more than $100 
total just because that, combined 
with the ticket, is a lot of  money. 
For people who have saved or 
have more money and are able to 
spend more, they should be able 
to do that if  they want. I think 
spending more than $250 total 
�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�WLFNHW��LV�D�OLWWOH�ELW�
too much just because it is only 
one night. But I’m also a little 
more materialistic and prom is 
not very important to me, so, it all 
just depends on how much money 
you have and your views,” Corryn 
%HUQHOOH��·����VDLG�
   Overall, the cost of  prom 
is totally dependent upon the 
person. Some are willing to spend 
a lot of  money and some are only 
willing to spend a little. However, 
the cost of  prom is irrelevant as 
long as the night is amazing in the 
end.
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DJ Lame on the tracks

   Imagine you’re locked inside 
a cage for hours at a time. Your 
entire day is spent shaking in fear, 
awaiting the next painstaking 
experiment to be performed on 
you. These inhumane experiments 
include inhaling toxic gases, skin 
being burned off, spinal cords 
being crushed, holes being drilled 
in your skull and countless more. 
If  this procedure is not lethal, you 
go right back into the cage until 
you are needed again. 
   After this life of  extreme fear, 
loneliness, and pain, your death 
goes like another passing day 
and it is almost certain that those 

H[SHULPHQWV�\RX�VDFULÀFHG�\RXU�
life for were meaningless. 
   More than 100 million animals 
a year suffer this psychological 
trauma. Their free lives are stolen 
from them with biology lessons, 
chemical and cosmetology 
testing, and purely curiosity-
driven experimentation. The sad 
truth is that the majority of  the 
procedures provide nothing to 
human health and are a waste of  
innocent animal lives.
   Supporters of  the barbaric and 
inhumane treatment of  animals 
EDFN�WKHLU�ÁLPV\�UHDVRQV�ZLWK�
general evidence such as the fact 

that research animals are cared 
for by veterinarians, husbandry 
specialists, and animal health 
technicians to ensure their 
wellbeing and more accurate 
ÀQGLQJV��:LWK�DFWXDO�YLGHRV�RI �
animals being thrown in and 
crushed in cages, having multiple 
liquids squirted in their eyes, and 
even more gruesome tests, some 
of  which being carried out by 
people with no prior veterinary 
education. These veterinarians 
that supporters mention are not 
only scarcely present, but are also 
inhuman beings who are proven 
as having no care to the animals’ 

comfort, safety, or wellbeing in 
general.
   Steps are already being taken 
towards a more humane way of  
science. Documented by PETA, 
non-animal research methods have 
been invented and are increasingly 
becoming available. Not only 
are these methods more ethical 
and moral than killing innocent 
animals, but, not shockingly, they 
have also been proven to be more 
accurate than testing on animals 
with a completely different 
biological makeup than humans. 
   Everyday people who want to 
lend a hand for a brighter future 

for humans and animals alike can 
submit letters to research-funding 
industries to curtail animal 
experimentation habits. Almost 
all of  their research is funded 
by America’s tax dollars, so with 
each complaint they receive about 
funding being spent the wrong 
way a change can be made. As 
cliché as it is, one letter may save 
the lives of  animals around the 
world.
   Want to stop animal testing? 
Learn more at www.pcrm.org/
research/animaltestalt/tailtox/
what-you-can-do-to-stop-animal-
testing.

  Students spend hours making 
sure that school events like 
homecoming and prom turn 
RXW�WR�EH�SHUIHFW��7KH\�ÀQG�WKH�
perfect dress, a beautiful hairstyle, 
and search for an amazing ride 
that will make them stand out 
from the rest. Yet sometimes the 
elements of  the perfect dance are 
out of  student’s hands. Sometimes 
the decorations are perfect, the 
group of  friends is ready to party, 
but the DJ is just not with the 
times.
   “His music taste was less than 
enjoyable. I still had fun but it 
wasn’t because of  the DJ,” John 
:LQQ��·����VDLG��
   Music is an important 
component to creating the perfect 
atmosphere at a dance. Putting the 
wrong song in a playlist can make 

or break the mood of  an event. 
Student’s want to get excited and 
dance to popular, high-energy 
songs, not travel back in time to 
group dancing activities from 
elementary school years. 
   “For the most part, I think he 
picks songs that are up to date, 
but sometimes he plays songs like 
Cotton Eye Joe in the middle of  
everyone dancing and it’s kind of  
RGG�µ�6DELKD�0ROODK��·����VDLG��
   When trying to please an 
audience it is important to 
remember the things that they 
enjoy. Students look for songs that 
feed into the excitement of  the 
night and it is a DJ’s job to read 
the reaction of  the crowd. 
   “I mean don’t get a new DJ 
that’s the same level of  not fun. 
Get a fun DJ, or just pass around 

Hairstyling:

Cost of salon styling-- $50-$60
Cost of home styling-- $0

Professional Makeup:

Cost of professional makeover-- $30-$40
Cost of home makeover-- $0

GmlÚl2
Cost of 
\]ka_f]j�gmlÚl%%�
$250-$500
Cost of 
department 
store dress- 
$75-$100

Nails:
Cost of salon nails- $40-
$65
Cost of personal nails- $15

the AUX cord,” Winn said. 
   Students know what kind of  
music they want to hear and if  the 
DJ is not even close to being up to 
par, it takes away from the magic 
of  the night. Students only get to 
enjoy high school once and it is 
important that everything about 
these memorable events is focused 
around those attending. 
   Students will be able to request 
songs at prom by contacting any 
member of  Student Council. Also, 
if  anyone would like to express 
a concern about prom, please 
contact the 2017 Class Sponsor.



Dear every graduating senior, 

   The end of  the year is now coming 
to a close. This is your last year in high 
school, and you wonder where the time 
went. It feels as if  you started this year 
yesterday. You came into the year at the 
top, an upperclassman. The rest of  the 
school looked up to you as you traveled 
throughout the year. You’ve made 
memories that you’ll never forget. 

   This is the year of  lasts. The last 
games with your teammates, the last 
time at dances, the last football game, 
WKH�ÀQDO�SHS�UDOOLHV�DQG�RWKHU�VFKRRO�
events with friends. Senior board stress, 
ÀQDO�WHVWV�DQG�VRPH�QLJKWV�ZLWKRXW�UHVW�
come along with senior year.  This is the 
ODVW�WLPH�\RX·OO�EH�ZLWK�\RXU������FODVV���

   The countdown for graduation is 
almost up. All of  your hard work is 
about to be rewarded with a piece of  
paper with your name on it saying 
WKDW�\RX�GLG�LW��<RX�KDYH�ÀQDOO\�
ÀQLVKHG�KLJK�VFKRRO��)DPLO\�ZLOO�
gather to congratulate you on your 
accomplishments.

   Next year you will be a freshman all 
over again. Things will be different, but 
your memories remain with you, the 
right friends will be there for you, and 
you can always fall back on your family. 
Just remember that once you are a 
Mustang you are always a Mustang.

Sincerely, 
    A fellow departing Mustang

   Many loud cheers, fears, and tears 
have been a part of  this year. High 
school friends came and went.
 
   You’ve failed tests, you’ve skipped 
class, but in the end, you met every 
requirement.

   You’ll be graduating with your class. 

   With a little less than a month of  
school left, you have fewer homework 
assignments, classes are winding down, 
DQG�\RX�PLJKW�EH�VWXG\LQJ�IRU�ÀQDOV�RU�
ÀQLVKHG�ZLWK�OHVVRQV��<RXU�GD\V�KHUH�
are limited, we counted down all year. 
It’s time to say goodbye to your favorite 
teachers, thanking them for putting 
up with your multiple tardies and late 
assignments.  

Underclassmen, just stop.

And now, the Class of 2016

Kaitlyn Klein
Staff  Reporter

Shyanne Dove
Lifestyles Editor

   For many, the extravagant dance 
called prom, becomes the most exciting 
part of  their high school career. Since 
it was introduced, prom remains 
the designated event to attend for 
graduating class towards the end of  
their school career. Thus, the event 
should be exclusively and entirely 
devoted for seniors, juniors, and their 
respective dates.
   “I don’t think freshmen and 
sophomores should go to prom without 
a date. Prom is supposed to be a 
special time for juniors and seniors. I 
feel like you have to wait your turn. If  
underclassmen go, then it isn’t much 
different than homecoming, and prom 
night is supposed to be much more 

LV�ÀQH�EHFDXVH�WKH\�KDYH�D�UHDVRQ�WR�JR��
Without a date, they have no reason to 
be there,” Morris said.
   Some underclassmen agree that they 
do not have any place being at prom 
without a date.
   “I would not personally want to go to 
prom as a freshman if  I was not going 
with a date that was an upperclassman. I 
would most likely feel out of  place and I 
would not have my friends there to have 
IXQ�ZLWK�µ�%ULWWQH\�0DWKLV��¶����VDLG�
   The extravagant event of  prom should 
only be attended by those who belong 
there, whether it is upperclassmen going 
alone or with their underclassmen dates. 
Regardless this fact remains: Alone, 
underclassmen should not attend prom.

special than homecoming,” Steven 
0RUULV��¶����VDLG��
   In contrast, some upperclassmen feel 
indifferent about underclassmen going 
to prom.
   “I don’t think it matters if  
underclassmen go to prom or not. 
It shouldn’t change anyone’s prom 
experience and if  they want to go they 
should be able to. If  someone doesn’t 
want them there, they can just dance 
where they aren’t. I don’t see why it’s 
VXFK�D�ELJ�GHDO�µ�(WKDQ�)HOFK��¶����VDLG�
   Though many agree that 
underclassmen should not attend prom, 
some say they can if  they have a date.
   “If  an underclassmen went with a 
date, that was a junior or senior, then it 

Q: What does it feel like to watch groups 

of  students grow up over the years they are 

here?

A: “Watching students go from scared 9th 
JUDGHUV�WR�FRQÀGHQW���WK�JUDGHUV�DQG�DOO�RI �WKRVH�
moments in between is why I so love working in 
D�KLJK�VFKRRO��,W�LV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�VDG�WR�VHH������
move on to the next chapter, but I am excited to 
see what happens next for them.”
Q: How has this year’s senior class affected 

you emotionally?

A: “Every graduating class is different. I am 
happy to see that this graduating class has worked 
hard to maintain their #MustangPRIDE and is 
still part of  the school culture.”
Q: Have you ever been so attached to a class 

that watching them graduate was extremely 

hard? What was that experience like?

$��´7KLV�\HDU·V�FODVV�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�FODVV�WKDW�,�ZLOO�
graduate as the principal, so that will always be 
something that I’ll remember. The Class of  2013 
ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�FODVV�WKDW�,�KDG�IRU�DOO�IRXU�\HDUV��
They are very special to me. I enjoyed them 
tremendously and still keep in touch with many 
of  them.”
Q: How hard will it be for you to let this 

senior class go at graduation?

A: “I always miss students when they leave. Over 
the course of  four years, bonds are made and to 
let some very good people move on can be hard 
even for teachers who do it all the time. I hope 
that the seniors remember all of  the things that 
they have learned while at JWMHS.”
Q: If  there was one thing you could say to 

this year’s graduating class, what would it be?

A: “Dream big! Work hard! Stay humble! 
Remember your roots! Keep in contact with 
your family! The joy is in the journey and not the 
destination.”
Q: Do you think it is important for students 

to remember the bonds they formed with 

previous teachers? Why or why not?

A: “Of  course it is important to remember the 
teachers that you have had that have made a 
difference. One day you will look back on them 
and realize that they were so right about the 
things they said to you, as well as that they had 
your best interests at the heart of  every decision.”
Q: What, if  anything, should the senior class 

remember about high school, or keep from 

high school?

A: “Cherish the friendships from high school that 
you have developed. But, most of  the people that 
you are around right now you will not see again 
in the next four months. Also, this should not be 
the best time of  your life. The best should be yet 
to come.”
Q: Do you have anything you want to add?

A: Enjoy the last few weeks of  high school. You 
are going to miss this…a lot…but you are ready 
to go forth and meet the world!

Schultzisms

Opening up about:
Letting us go

Interview by: Bailey Sassatelli
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Stuck in the school hole
Bailey Sassatelli

Opinions Editor
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If attending college 

in fall and living at 

home.
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semester studying 

abroad.

If attending college  

in the fall and living 

in a dorm/apartment.

If going into the military or armed 

forces.
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   Although the movie 
adaptation is often sequential to 
the book, there is no argument 
behind the fact that a movie is 
always better.
   In addition to everything that 
a book provides, a movie adds a 
clear visual and audio for every 
scene and character in a book, 
bringing the story line even 
more to life.
   By adding a face and voice 
to every name in the book, 
viewers develop a deep 
connection to the storyline. 
Where as in books, there is less 
of a connection due to the lack 
of clear character visual.
   As well as providing a 
visual demonstration of the 
characters in the original novel, 
a movie also brings the scenery 
to life, which provides the 
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a book describes in greater 
detail, you are able to actually 
experience a movie,” Justin 
Seecharan (‘18) said.
   In addition to “The Hunger 
Games,” students like Chandler 
Dempsey (‘17) and Alexa 
Rosenberg (‘16) felt that “The 
Great Gatsby” movie offered 
more than the book.
   “I liked how the director 
incorporated all of the modern 
music to contrast with the 
1920s era, and the acting of 
Leonardo DiCaprio and Toby 
Maguire make the movie stand 
out,” Rosenberg said.
   Thanks to visual images that  
movies provide, they remain 
better than books.

viewers with a more personal 
attachment to the storyline. By 
depicting the scenes, a movie 
gives the audience a clear and 
vivid understanding of the 
scenery as the author originally 
intended.
   “The Hunger Games” series 
is an ideal example of how a 
movie is better than a book. 
Although “The Hunger Games” 
books were very detailed and 
successfully portrayed what the 
author wanted to get across, 
the movies brought the book to 
life by providing a clear visual 
demonstration of the characters 
and scenery. 
   “As a writer, and someone 
who is interested in film 
making and video production, 
I personally think movies are 
better than books. Although 

brunette then changed her hair 
to blonde, the way the author 
had it, in the second movie of 
the series to please angry fans.
   “The movie adaptation that 
made me mad was The Percy 
Jackson movies. The characters 
were wrong and there was a big 
reveal from the last book. You 
know a movie is bad when even 
the writer doesn’t talk about it,” 
Erickson said.
   When directors and 
producers take on making a 
movie from books that millions 
of readers loved, they need to 
think about how the movie 
version of the book will grab 
the interest of the fans. As a 
reader, the way a character 
looks, walks, talks, and acts 
is all up to them. Though the 
movies hold a special place 
in the heart of the reader, the 
book will always reign superior.

they saw the movie. The people 
who read the book had high 
hopes for this film.  When the 
movie came out fans noticed 
that important parts were 
taken out or under played. The 
character Uriah had a part in 
the first book, he helped with 
Tris’s character growth, but gets 
left out of the first movie and 
magically appears in the second 
one.
   “The worst part of books 
being made into movies is 
that they change scenes and 
characters into their own 
and don’t follow the book,” 
Espinoaz said.
   While books that have been 
made into movies, directors 
have changed character’s 
attributes and appearances. In 
the book “Percy Jackson and 
the Olympians: The Lighting 
Thief ” they changed the main 
female lead from a blond to a 

their favorite book is being 
made into a movie they may be 
excited, but they may wonder if 
it will include the parts that are 
essential to the plot. 
   While the easiest solution 
may be to not see the movie, 
it isn’t that simple. All over 
social media and the Internet, 
advertisements and video clips 
pop up showing the reader that 
the movie may be different than 
the book. 
  “The worst part of a book 
being made into a movie is that 
I don’t want them to change 
the important parts of the book 
because it ruins the whole story 
and people wouldn’t know the 
real book,” Jocelyn Espinoaz 
(’17) said.
   When fans heard that 
Divergent was being made in 
to a movie they were excited 
to see their characters come 
alive on the big screen, until 

   Rarely a movie adaptation 
of a book meets the quality 
of the original novel. When 
authors write and publish, 
they leave their works open to 
different interpretations. The 
book provides a road map for 
a reader’s imagination. When a 
book becomes a movie, all the 
creativity gets taken away from 
the reader. 
   “I like to read because I can 
travel the world and see so 
many things without the danger 
of leaving my home, and 
because I get to make my own 
settings and character designs,” 
Abby Erickson (’18) said.
   Once an author sells the 
rights to their book they give 
all control to the director. 
When people find out that 
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